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TO THE
Right Honourable
 The |

Lord MAITL AND.

My Lord ,

Ince the World is grown
fo Nice and Critical up-

on Dedications , and wil
Needs be Fudging the Book
by the Wit of the Patron ; we
onght , with a great deal of
Circumfpeltion, to chufe a Per-
for againfi whom there can ke
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

no Exception 5 and whofe Wit,

and Worth, truly Merits all that
one is capable of [aying wupon
that Occafion.

The moft part of Dedications

are charg'd with Flattery 5 and
if the World knows a Man has
fome Vices, they will not allow
one to [peak of his Virtues.
This, my Lord, is for want of
thinking Rightly ; if Men wou'd
confider with Reafon, they wou'd
have anather fort of Opinion,

and Efteem of Dedications ; and

wou d believe almoft every Great
Man has enough to make him
Worthy of all that can be faid
of him there. My Lord, a
PiGure-drawer, when he intends
10 make a good Pillure, effays
the Face many Ways , and in

many.

S S

The Epiftle Dedicatory.
many Lights, before be beginsy
that he may chufe ;- from . the
feveral turns of it . which i
moft Agreeable , and gives i}
the beft Grace; and ‘if there
be a Scar , an ungrateful Mole,
or any little Defell, they leave
it out 5 and yet make the Pi-
Clure extreamly like : But pe
who bhas the good Fortune to

draw a Face that is exallly

Charming in all its Parts and
Features, what Colours or Agree-
ments can be added to make
it Finer 2 All that he can give
is but its due ; and Glories in
a Piece whofe Original alone
gives it its Perfellion.  An ill
Hand may diminifb, but a good
Hand cannot augment its Bean-
t)r A Poet is a Painter in his

A 4 way
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

way 5 he draws to the Life,
but in another kind 5 we draw
the Nobler part, the Sowl and
Mind 5 the Piftures of the Pen
Jhall out-laft thofe of the Pen-
cil , and even Worlds them-
felves. Tis a fbort Chronicle
of thofe Lives that poffibly
won d be forgotten by other Hi-
florians, or lye neglefled there,
however deferving an immor-
tal Fame 5 for Men of eminent
Parts are as Exemplary as even
Monarchs themfelves ; and Vir-
tue is a noble Leffon to be
learn’d , and tis by Comparifon
we can Fudge and Chufe. Tis
by fuch illuftrious Prefidents, as
your Lordfbip, the World can
be Betterd and Refir'd 5 when
@ great part of the lazy Nobi-

1

The Epiftle Dedicatory.

lity fball, with Shame , behold
the admirable Accomplifbments
of @ Man fo Great, and [o
Toung. |

ZTour Lordfbip has Read in-
numerable Volumes of Men
and Books 5 not Vainly for the
guft of Novelty, but Hnowledge,
excellent Knowledge : Like the
induflrious Bee , from every
Flower you return Laden with
the precious Dew , which you
are fure to turn to the Pyp.-
lick Good. Tou hoard no one
Perfection, but lay it all out
in the Gloriows Service of your
Religion and Country 5 to ‘both
which you are a ufeful and
neceffary Honour : They both
want fuch Supporters 5 and ’ris
only Men of fo elevated Parts,

| and



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
and fine Knowledge 5 fuch no-
‘ble Principles of Loyalty and
Religion this Nation Sighs
for.  Where Jball we find a
Man [0 Young , like St. Au-
guttine, in the midft of all
his Youth and Gaiety, Ieach-
ing the World divine Precepts,
true Notions of Faith, and Ex-
cellent Morality , and, at the
fame time , be alfo a perfell
Pattern of all that accomplifb
a Great Man? JYou have, my
Lord, all that vefind Wit that
Charms , and the Afability

that Obliges 5 a Generofity that

gives a Luflre to your Nobi-
lity 5 thar. Hofpitality, and
Greatnefs of Mind , that in-
gages the World and that
admirable Condult , that fo
S well

I U
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well Inflrulls it. Our Nation
ought to regret and bemoan
their Misfortunes , for not be-
ing able to claim the Honour
of the -Birth of a Man who is
Jo fit to ferve his Majefly,
and his Kingdoms, in all Greas
and Publick Affairs : And ta
the Glory of your Nation be

it [poken , it prodices more

confiderable Men, for all fine
Sence, Wit, Wifdom, Breeding,
and Generofity ( for the gene-
rality of the Nobility ) than
all other Nations can Boaft
and the Fruitfulnefs of your
Virtues [ufficiently make amends
for the Barrennefs of your Soil :
Which bhowever cannot be in-
commode to your Lordjbip |
[ince yowr RQuality, and the

| Vere-



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
Veneration that the Commonal-
ty naturally pay their Lords
creates a flowing Plenty there---
that makes you Happy. And
to compleat your Happinefs
my Lord, Heaven bhas bleft
- you with a Lady, to whom it
has given all the Graces, Beau-
ties, and Virtues of her Sex
all the Xouth, Sweetnefs of
Nature 5 of a moft illuftrions
Family 5 and who is a moft

rare Example to all Wives of

Cuality, for her eminent Piety,
Eafinefs , and Condefcention
and as abfolutely merits Re-
fpect from all the World, s
Jbe does that Paffion and Re-
fignation [be receives from your
Lordfbip ;5 and which is, on
her part y with [o much Ten-

der-

~The Epiftle Dedicatory.

dernefs return’'d. Methinks your
tranquil Lives are an Image
of the new Made and Beay-
tiful Pair in Paradife : And
‘tis the Prayers and Wifbes of
all, who bhave the Honour to
know you, that it may Eter-
nally fo continue , with Add;-
tions of all the Bleffings this
World can give you.

My Lord, the Obligations 1
have to fome of the Grear

Men of your Nation, parti-

cularly to your Lordfbip, gives
me an  Ambitin of making
my Acknowledgments | by all
the Opportunities I can ; and
fuch bumble Fruits, a5 my In-
duftry produces, I lay af your
Lordfbips Feet. This is 4

true




The Epiftle Dedicatory.
true Story, of @ Man Gallant
enough to merit your Prote-
Gion 5 and, had he always
been [o Fortunate, he had not
made [o Ingloriows an end :
The Royal Slave I had the
Honour to know in my Tra-
vels to the other World s and
though I had none above me
in that Country, yet I wanted
power to preferve this Great

Man. If there be any thing

that [eems Romantick, I be-
feech  your Lordfbip to confi-
der, thefe Countries do, in all
things, fo far differ from ours;
that they produce unconceiva-
ble Wonders ; at leafl, they ap-
pear [o to us, becaufe New and
Strange. VVhat 1 have men-
tion'd I have taken-care fbow d

be

The Epiftle Dedicatory. -

be Trath, let the Critical Rea-
der judge as be pleafes. *Twill
be mno Commendation to the
Book, to affure your Lordfbip

T writ it in a few Howrs,

though it may [erve to Excufe
fome of its Faults of C onnexion

 for I never refled my Pen 4

Moment for Thought : ’Tis
purely- the Merit of my Slave
that muft render it worthy of
the Honowr it begss and the
Author of that of Subfcribing

-~ herfelf,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft oblig:d

and obedient Servant,

,A. BEHN.
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THE

HISTORY

f | - - Royal Slabe.

E Do not pretend, ini giving you

) the Hiftory of this Royal Slave,
I to entertain my Reader with

- the Adventures of a feign'd Hero,
whofe Life and Fortunes Fancy
may manage at the Poets Pleas
fure; not in relating the Truth,
defign to adorn it with any Acci-
dents, but fuch as arrivid ‘in ears
E 1 nefteo him: And it fhall come
| B fimply
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(2)

fimply into the World , recom-

~mended by its own proper Me-

rits, and natural Intrigues; there
being enough of Reality to {up-
port it, and to render it diverting,
without the Addition of Inven-
tion. ’- ’

I was my felf an Eye-Witnefs,
t0 a great patt, of what you will
6nd here fer down; and what I
cow’d not be Witnefs of, Ireceivid
from the Mouth of the chief Actor
in this Hiftory, the Hero himfelf,
who gave us the whole Tranf-
a&ions of his Youth ; and though
1 thall omit, for Breviy's fake, 2
thoufand lictle Accidents of his
Life, which, however pleafant to
us, where Hiftory was fcarce, and
Adventures very rare; yet might
prove tedious and heavy to my
Reader, in a World where he

finds Diverfions for every Minute,
» new

C3)

new and frange : But we wh
range who
were perfectly charm’d with che
Character of this great Man, were
curious to gather every Circum-
ance of his Life. a m;flllt
~The Scene of the laft part of
!1nsjd\{§ntlxrcs lies in a Colony
;;g ﬁ'zzzez:z, called Surinam, in the
But befare I give
it bef you the Sto
of this Gallant Slave, ’tis fic 1 térl)l’
you the manner of bringing them

- ta'thefe new Colonies; for thofe

they make ufe of there, ar

Natives of the place ; for)thoFc l\:?;
live wxc.h in perfe® Amity, with-
out daring to command 'em ; bug
on the contrary, carels ’em with
all the brotherly and friendly Af-

fe&tion in the World ; trading with

frp for cheir Fifh, Venifon, Bufi-
Qs, Skips, and lictle Raricies ; as

Marmolets; a fore of HMankey a
B2 . big




(4D

big as a Rat or Weelel, but of a

marvellous and delicate fhape, and

has Face and Hands like an Hu-
mane Creature: and  (oufheries,

a lictle Beaft in the form and fa-

fhion of a Lion, asbigas a Kit

ten ; but fo exa&ly made in all
parzs like that noble Beaft, that it
is it in AMinature.  Then for little
Parakeetoes, great Parrots, Muc-
kaws, and athoufand other Birds
and Beafts of wonderful and fur-
prizing Forms, Shapes, and Co-
lours. For Skins of prodigious
Snakes, of which there are fome
threefcore Yards in length ; asis
the Skin of one that may be feen at
His Maijefty’s Antiquaries: Where
are alfo fome rare Flies, of ama-
zing Forms and Coleurs, prefen-

ted to ‘em by my felf; fome asbig
as my Fift, fome lefs; and all of

various Excellencies, fuch as Art
' | cannot

| (5D

cannot 1mitate. Then we trade
for Feathers, which they order in-
to all Shapes, make themfelves
litele fhort Habits of "em, and gld-
rious Wreaths for their Heads

Necks, Arms and Legs, whof@
Tin&ures are unconceivable. I
had a Set of thefe prefented to
me, and I gave’em to the King’s
Theatre, and it was the Drefs of
the Indian Queen, infinicely admir’'d
by Perfons of Quality ; and were
unimitable. , Befides thefe, a thou-
fand lietle Knacks, and Rarities in
Nature, and fome of Are ; as theie
Baskets, Weapons;« Aprons, <.
We dealt with 'em wich Beads of all
Colours, Knives, Axes, Pinsand
Needles ; which they us'd only as
Tools to drill Holes with in. ;\hei'rl

- Ears, Nolfes - and Lips, where

they hang a great ‘many . lirle
things ; -as long Beads, bits of Tin,
B ; Brafs,
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Btaks, or Silver, beat thin; and

any fhining Triticker. The Beads

they weave jnto¢ Aprons about a
quatter of an Ell long, and of the
{fame breadch ;” working chem ve-
ry preweily in Flowers of feveral

Colours of Beads; which Apron

they wear juft before ‘em, as A-
dim and Eve did the Figeleaves;

the Men wearing a long Seripe of

Linen, which they deal with us
for. They thread thefe Beads al-
{o on long Cottonsthreads, and
make Girdles to tie their Aprons
to, which come twenty times, or
more; about the Wafte ; and then
crofs, like a Shoulder-belr, both
ways, and roufd their Necks,
Arms and Legs. This Adorn-
ment, with their long black Hair,
and the Face painted in liule
Specks or Flowers here and chere,
frikes ’ein a wondexful Figure o

behold,

(7)

behold. ‘Some of the Beautics
which indeed are finely fhap'd, as

~_ almoft all are, and who have pret-

ty Features, are very charming
and novel ; for they have all that
is called Beauty, except the Co-
lour, which is a reddifh Yellow ;
or after 2 new Oiling, which they
often ufe to themfelves, they are of
the colour of a new Brick, but
{mooth, foft and fleek. Theyare
extream modeft and bafhful, very

fhy, and nice of being touchd.
And though they are all thus na-
ked, if one lives for ever among
‘em, thereis notto be feen an in-
decent’ A&ion, or Glance; and
being continually usd to fee one
another fo unadorn’d, fo like our
firt Parents befote the Fall, i
feems as if they had no Wifhes;
there being nothing to heighten
Curiofity, but all you can fee, you

B4 {ee




(8)

{ee at once, and every Moment

fee ; and where there is no No-
vélt’y, ‘there can be no Curioficy.
Not but I have feen a handfom
young Indian, dying for Love of a

very beautiful young Indian Maid 3

but all his Courtthip was, to fold
his. Arms, purfue her with his Eyes,
and Sighs were all bis Language :
While fhe, as if no fuch Lover
were prefent; or rather, as if {he
defired none fuch, careful}y guar-
ded her Eyes from beholding him ;
and never approach'd him, but 9'1;:
look'd down with all the blufhing
Médé[’cy I have leen in the mioft
{evere and cautious of oyr. World,

And, thefe People reprefented to

me an ablolute Idea of the firft
State of Innocence, ' before Man
Koeww how to fin : And tis moft

)
]

evident anc’. plain, that fimple Na-

ture is the moﬂ harmlels, jnoﬂ:gnn
‘ oo ; Lo ilvc

(9)

five and vertuous Miftrefs. Tis
fhe alone, if {he were permitted,
that better inftruéts the World |
than all the Inventions of Man -
Religion wop'd here but deftroy
that Tranquillity, théy poffefs by
lgnorance ; and Laws wou'd but
teach ’em. to know Offence, of
which now they have no Notion.

They once made Mourning and
Fafting for the Death of the Englifh
Governor , who had given his
Hand to come on fiich a Day
to ‘em, and neither came, nor
fent ; believing, when once 3
Man'’s Word was paft, nothing but
Death cou'd or fhou'd prevent his
keeping it : And when they faw.
he was not dead, they ask'd him,
what Name they had for 2 Man
who promis'd a thing he did not.
do 2 The Governor told them,’
Such a man was a Lyar, which
! Y X Was




(10)
xw4s 2 Word of Infamyto a Gentle-
man. Then one of ‘em reply’d,

Governor, you are a Lyar, and guilty

of that Infamy. They have 2 Na-
tive Juftice , which knows no
Fraud ; and they underftand . no
Vice, or Cunning, but when they
are taught by the' White Men.

They have Plurality of Wives ,

which, ‘when they grow old, they
ferve thofe that fucceed em, who
are young ; but with a Servitude
eafie and refpected ; and unlefs

they take Slaves in War, they have

no other Attendants. .. |
Thole on that Continent where 1
was, had noKing; but the oldeft

War-Captain  was obey'd Withv

great Refignation. f
" A War-Caprain is 2 Man W.ho
has lead them on to Battel with

Condud, and Succefs ; of whom

I fhall have Occafion to fpeak
more

(1)

mote hereafter, and of fome other
of their Cuftoms and Manners, as
they fall in hy way.
~ With thefe People, as I faid,
we live in perfet Tranquilliey,
and good Underftanding, as it be-
hooves s to do; they knowing
all the places where to feek the
belt Food .of the Country, and
the Means of getting it ; and for
very fmall'and unvaluable Trifles,
fupply us wich what ’tis impoffible
for usto get ; for they do not ons
ly i the Wood, and over the Se-
yana's, in Hunting , fupply the
parts of Hounds, by lwiftly fcou-
ring through thole almoft impaffas
ble places; and by the meer Aéti-
vity of their Feet, run down the
nimbleft Deer, and other eatable
Beafts : But in the water, one
wou'd think they were Gods off the
Rivers, or Fellow-Citizens of the
- Deep ;
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Deep; fo rare an Art they have
in Swimming, Diving, and almpﬂ:
Living in Water ; by which
they command the lefs {wift Inha-
bitants of the Floods. And then
for Shooting ; what they cannot
take, or reach with their Hands,
they do with Arrows; and have
fo admirable an Aim, that they
will fplit almoft an Hair; and at
any diftance that an_Atrow can
reach, they, will fhoot down | Q—
ranges, and other Fruit, and only
touch the Stalk with the Darts
Points, that they may not hurg
the Fruit. So that they being, on

all Occafions; very ufeful to us,

we find it abfolutely neceffary to
carefs 'em as Friends, and not to
treat "em as Slaves ; nor dare we
do other, their Numbers {o far fure
p‘a‘[ﬁng ours in that Continent.

pat

Thofe

C13)

‘Thofe then whom we make
nie of to work in our Plantations of
Sugar, are Negro's, Black-Slaves al-
together ; which are tranfported
thither in this manner.

Thofe who want Slaves, make
a Bargain with 2 Mafter, or Cas
ptain of a Ship, and contra to
pay him {o much a-piece, a mat-
ter of twenty Pound a Head for
as many as he agrees for, and to
pay for ‘em when they {hall be de-
liver'd on fuch a Plantation: So
that when there arrives a Ship la-
den with Slaves, they who have
fo contracted, go a-board, and
receive their Number by Lot
and perhaps in one Lot that may
be for ten, there may happen to
be three or four Men ; the reft,
Women and Children:  Or beé
there more or lefs of cither Sex,
you are oblig’d to be contented
with your Lo, Cora-
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Coramantien, a Country of Blacks

(o called, was one of thofe places

in which they found the moft ad-
vantageous Trading for thefe
Slaves; and thither moft of our
great Traders in that Merchan-
dice traffick'd ; for that Nation 1s
very war-like and brave; and ha-
ving a continual Campaign, being
always in Hoftilicy wicth one

~ neighbouring Prince or other, they
. had the fortune to take a great ma-

ny Captives ; for all they took in
Battel, were fold as Slaves; ac
leaft, thofe common Men who
coud not ranfom themfelves.  Of
thefe Slaves fo taken, the General
only has all the profit; and of
thefe Generals, our Caprains 2nd
Mafters of Ships buy all their

~ Freights. _ |
- The King of (oramantien was~

himfelf a Man of 2 Hundred and
odd

C15)
odd Years old, and had no Sog,
though he had many beautiful
Black-Wives ; for moft certainly,
there are Beauties that can charm
of that Colour. In his younger
Years he had had many gallant
Mento his Sons, thirteen of which
died in Bateel, conquering when
they fell ; and he had only lefr
him for his Succeffor, one Grand-
Child, Son to one of thefe dead
Vitors ; wto, as foon as he coud
bear a Bow in his Hand, and a
Quiver at his Back, was fent into
the Field, to be trained up by one
of the oldeft Generals, to War;
where, from his natural Inclina-
tion to Arms, and the Occafions
given him, with the good Con-
duct of the old General, he bea
came, at the Age of Seventeen,
one of the ‘moft expert Caprains,
and braveft Soldiers, thatever faw

the
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(16)
the Field of Mars: So that he
was adord as the Wonder of all
that World, and the Darling of
the Soldiers.  Befides, he was a-
dorn'd with a native Beaury lo
rranfcending all thofe of his gloo-
my Race, that he ftrook an Awe
and Reverence, even in thole thgt
knew not his Quality ; as he did
in me, who beheld him with Sur-

prize and Wonder, when aﬁ:er«\

wards he arrivid in our World.
He had fcarce arriv'd at his Se-
venteenth Year, when fighting by
his Side, the General was kll.lq
with an Arrow in his Eye, Wlnc-h
the Prince Oroonoko (for fo was this

gallanc Moor call'd) very narrowly

avoided ; nor had he, if the Gene-
ral, who [aw the Arrow fhor, and
perceiving it aim’d ar the Prince,
had not bow’d his Head between,
on purpofe to receive it in his own

Body,

C17)
Body rather than it thou'd touch
that of the Prince, and (o faved
him.

"Twasthen, afflided as Oroonoks
was, that he was proclaim’d Ge-
néral in che old Man’s place; and
then it was, at the finifhing of
- that War, which had continu'd
- for two Years, that the Prince
- came to Court ; where he had
' hardly been 2 Month together,

from the time of his ifth Year, to
- thatof Seventeen 5 and twas ama-
| zing to imagine where it was he
learn'd fo much Humanicy 5 or, to
give his Accomplithments a jufter
- Name, where twas he got that
| real Greatnefs of Soul, thofe res
fin'd Notions of erue Honour, that
ablolute Generofity, and that Soft-
nefs that was capable of the high-
eft Paffions of Love and Gallan-
try, whofe Obje&s were almoft
C con-
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continually fighting Men, or thofe
mangld, or dead ; who heard no
Sounds , but thofe of War and
Groans : Some part of it we may
atcribute to the Care of a Frenchs
Manof Wit and Learning;who fin-
ding it tuin to very good Account
to be a fortof Royal Tutor to this
young Black, & perceiving him ve-
ry ready, apt, and quick ot Appre-
henfion, took a great pleafure to
teach him Morals, Language and
Science ; and was for ir extreamly
belovid and valu'd by him.  Ano=
ther Reafon was, Helov'd, when
he came from War, to fee all the

Englifh Gentlemen that traded chi- |

ther; and did not only learn cheir

Language, but that of the Spar §
niards allo, with whom he tra-

"ded afterwards for Slaves.
I have often feen and convers’d
with this great Man, and been a
o Witnefs

C19)

Witnefs to many of his mighty
Actions ; and do aflure my Rea-
der, the moft Hluftrious Courts
cou'd not have produc’d a braver
Man, both for Greatnefs of Cou-
rage and Mind, a Judgment more
folid, a Wit more quick, and a
Converfation more {weet and di-
verting. He knew almoft as much
asif he had read much : He had
heard of, and admird the Romans 5
he had heard of the late Civil
Wars in England; and the deplo-
rable Death of our great Monarch ;
and wou’d-difcourfe of it wich all
the Senfe, and Abhorrence of the
Injuftice imaginable. He had an
extream good and graceful Mien,
and all the Civility of 2 well-bred
greac Man.  He had nothing of
Barbarity in his Nature, but in all
Points addrefs'd himfelf, as if his
Education had been in fome Euro-

pean Couit. C:2 This
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This great and juft Character

of Oroonoko gave me an extream
Curiofity to fee him, elpecially
when I knew he {poke French and
Englifh, and that1cou’d talk with
him. But though | had heard fo
much of him, I was as greatly {ur-
prizd when 1 faw him, asif I had

all Report I found him.  He came
into the Room, and addrefsd
himfelf to me, and fome other
Women, with the beft Grace in
the World. He was pretty tall,
but of a Shape the moft exalt that
canbe fanfy’d : The moft famous

gure of a Man more admirably
turn’d from Head to Foor. His
Face was not of that brown, rufty
Black which moft of that Nation
are, buta perfe& Ebony, or po-
lifh'd Jett. His Eyes were the moft

. awful

(21)

awful that cou’d be feen, and very
piercing ; the White of ‘'em bein
like Snow, as were his Teeth. His
Nofe was rifing and Roman,inftead
of African and flat. His Mouth
the fineft fhapd that coud be

| fen; far from thofe great turn'd
| Lips, which It

B e e s beyond | P ich are fo natural to the
Proportion and Air of his Face
| was [onoble, and exactly form'd,
| that, bating his Colour, there
' coud be nothing in Nature more
| beautiful ; agreeable and hand-
i fome. There was no one Grace
i wanting, that b

Statuary cow’d not form the Fi- | 8 chac bears the Srandard
i down to his Shoulders, by the Aids
of Art;; which was, by pulling it
out with a Quill, and keeping it

reft of the Negroes. The whole

of true Beauty : His Hair came

combd; of which he took par-

: tic.ular Care. Nor did the Perfe-
| &ions of his Mind come fhort of

C 3 thole.
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thofe of his Perfon ; for his Dif-
corfe was admirable upon almoft
any Subject ; and who-ever had
heard him fpeak, wou'd have been
convined of their Errors, that all
fine Wit is confin'd to the White
Men, efpecially to thofe of Chri-
flendom 5 and woud have confefs’'d
that Oroonoke was as capable even
of reigning well, and of gover-
ning as wilely, had as great a Soul,
as poliick Maxims, and was as
{enfible of Power as any. Prince
civiliz’d in the moft refin’d Schools
of Humanity and Learning, or
the moft Ilinftrious Courts. '

This Prince, fuch as I have de-
{crib'd him, whofe Soul and Bo-
dy were fo admirably adornd,was
(while yer he was in the Court of
his Grandfacher) as I faid, as capa-
ble of Love, as twas poffible for a
brave and gallant Man to be;
R
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and in (aying that, I have nam'd
the bigheft Degree of Love ; for
fure, great Souls are moft capable
of that Paffion.

I have already faid, the old
General was kill’d by the fhot of
an Arrow , by the Side of this
Prince, in Battel ; and thac Oroo-
noko was made General. Thisold
dead Hero had one only Daughter
lefc of his Race; a Beauty that,
to defcribe her truly, one need fay

“only, fhe was Femaleto thenoble

Male ; the beautiful Black Venns,
to our young Mars ; as charming
in her Perfon as he, and of deli-
cate Vertues. !have feenan hun-
dred White Men fighing after her,
and making a thoufand Vows at
her Feer, all vain, and unfuccefs-
ful : And the was, indeed, too
great for any, but a Prince of her
own Nation to adore.

C 4 Oraonoka
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Oroonoko coming from the Wars,
(which were now ended) after he
had made his Court to his Grand-
father, he thought in Honour he
ought to make a Vifit to Imoinda,
the Daughter of his Fofter-father,
the dead General; and to make
fome Excufes to her, becaufe his
Prefervation was the Occafion of
her Father’s Death ; and to pre-
fent her with thofe Slaves that had
been taken in this laft Battel, as
the Trophies of her Father’s Vi-
Ctories.  When he came, attended
by all the young Soldiers of any
Merit, he was infinitely {urpriz’d
at the Beauty of this fair Queen of
Night , whofe Face and Perfon
was {o exceeding all he had ever
beheld, that lovely Modefty with
which {(he receivd him , that
Softnels in her Look, and Sighs,
upon the melancholy Occaﬁonléf

" this
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this Honour that was done by fo
great a Man as Oroonoko, and 2
Prince of whom fhe had heard
fuch admirable things; the Aw-
fulnefs wherewith fhe receivid
him, and the Sweetnefs of her
Words and Behaviour while he
ftay’d, gain'd a perfect Conqueft
over his fierce Heart, and made
him feel, the Vitor cou’d be fub-
du'd. So that having made his
htft Complements, and prefented
her an hundred and fifty Slaves in

| Fetters, he told her with his Eyes,

that he was not infenfible of her
Charms ;  while Imoinds, who
withd for nothing more than fo.
glorious a Conqueft, was pleasd
to believe, fhe underftood that fis
lent Language of new+born Love
and from that Moment, put on

all her Additions to Beaury.
The
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“The Prince returnd to Court

- with quite another Humour than

before ;5 and though he did not
{fpeak much of the fair Imoinda, he
had the pleafure to hear all his Fol-
lowers fpeak of nothing but the
Charms of that Maid ; infomuch
¢hat, even in the Prefence of the
old King, they were extolling her,
and heighening; if poflible, the
Beauties they had found in her:
So that nothing elfe wastalk’d of,
1o other Sound was heard in eve-
ry Corner where there were Whi-
{perers, but Imoinda ! TImoinda !
'Twill be imagin’d Oroonoko
ftay’d not long before he made his
fecond Vific; nor, confidering his
Quality, not much longer before
he told her, he ador’d her. 1 have
often heard him fay, that he ads
mir’d by what ftrange Infpiration
he came to talk things fo foft, and

o
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fo paffionate, who never knew
Love, nor was usd to the Cons
verfation of Women ; but (to ufe
his own Words) he faid, Moft
happily, fome new, and till then
unknown Power inftruéted his
Heart and Tongue in the Lan-
suage of Love, and at the {ame

time, in favour of him, infpird

Imoinda with a Senfe of his Paflion.
She was touchd with what he
faid, and returnd it all in fuch
Anfwers as went to his very Heart,
with a Pleafure unknown before :
Nor did he ufe thofe Obligations
ill, that Love had done him ; but
turnd all his happy Moments to
the beft advantage; and as he
knew no Vice, his Flame aim'd at
nothing but Honour, if fuch a die
ftin&tion may bemade in Love;and
elpecially in that Country, where
Men take to themfelves as ngany

as
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as they can maintain ;- and where
the only Crime and Sin with Wo-
man is, to turn her off, to aban-
don her to Want; Shame and Mi-
fery : Such ill Morals are only
pradisd in Chriftian-Countries ,
where they prefer the bare Name
of Religion ; and, without Ver-
tue or Morality, think that’s fuffi-
cient. But Oroonoko was none of

thofe Profeffors; but as he had

right Notions of Honour, fo he
made her fuch Propofitions as were

not only and barely fuch ; but, -

contrary to the Cuftom of his
Country, he made her Vows, fhe
fhow’d be the only weman he
wou'd poffefs while he livid 5 thac
no Age or Wrinkles fhou'd incline
him to change, for her Soul woud
be always fire, and always young ;
and he {hou'd have an eternal Idea

in his Mind of the Charms the now
m}y vind o ot
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bore, and fhou’d look into his -
Heart for that Ides, when he cou’d
find it ho longer in her Face.

Atter a thoufand Affurances of
his lafting Flame, and her eternal
Empire over him, fhe condefcen-
ded to receive him for her Huf-
band ; or rather, receiv’d him, as
the greateft Honour the God's

cou’d do her.

There is a certain Ceremony
in thefe Cafes to be obfervd,
which I forgot to ask him how
perform’d ; but ‘twas concluded
on both fides, that, in Obedience
to him, the Grand-father was to
be firft made acquainted with the
Defign : for they pay 2 moft abfo-
lute Refignation to the Monarch,
efpecially when he is a Parent
alfo.

‘On the other fide, the old King,
who had many Wives, and many

Cone
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Concubines, wanted not Court-
Flatcerers to infinuate in his Heart
a thoufand tender Thoughts fog
this young Beauty s and who res
prefented her to his Fancy, as the
moft charming he had ever
poffefs'd in all the long Race of
his numerous Years. At this Cha-
racer his old Heart, like an ex-
tinguifh’'d Brand, moft apt to cake
Fire, felc new ,Sparksdof Love, an
an to kindle ; and now grown
?(fghis fecond Childhood, longd
with Impatience to behold ‘thlst
gay thing, with whom, alas! he
coud but innocently play. But
how he fhou’d be conﬁrm@ the
was this Wonder, before he us'd his
Power to call her to Court ( wh}er;
Maidens never came, unlefs for
the King's private Ufe) he was
next to confider ;h ;:im% wlilx}le he
' ing, he had Intelligence
Was fo doing, h e
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brought him , that Iminds was
moit certainly Miftrefs to the Prince

~Oroonoko. ~ This gave him fome

Shagrien ; however, it gave him
alfo an Opportunity, one Day,
when the Prince was a-hunting,
€0 wait on a2 Man of Quality, as
his Slave and Attendant, who
fhou’d go and make a Prefent to
Imomda, as from the Prince ; he
fhoud then, unknown, fee this
fair Maid, and have an Opportu-
nity to hear what Meflage fhe
woud return the Prince for his
Prefent; ‘and from thence gather
the ftate of her Heart, and degree -
of her Inclination. Thiswasput in
Execution, and the old Monarch
faw, and burnt: Hefound her all
he had heard, and wou'd net de-
lay his Happinefs, but found he
fhow'd have fome Obflacle to
overcome her Heart ; for fhe exe

prelsd
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prefsd her Senfe of the Prefent the -

Prince had fent her, in terms .fo
fweet, fo foft and pretry, with

an Air of Love and Joy that coud’

not be diffembl’d ; infomuch thgt
’twas paft doubt whether fhe lovd
Oroonoke. entirely.  This gave the
old King fome Affliction ; but he
{alv'd it with this, chat the Qbea
dience the People pay their King,
was not at all inferior to wha/t
they pay'd their Gods : And what
Love wou'd not-oblige Imoinda to
do, Duty wou'd compel her to.
He was therefore no {ooner got
-to his Apartment, buc he fent the
Royal Veil to Imoinda ; that is, the
Ceremony of Invitation ; he fends
the Lady,he has a Mind to honour
with his Bed, a Veil, with which
fhe is coverd, and fecur'd for the
Kings Ufe; and ’tis Death to filf—
obey ; befides, held 2 moft im-

‘, pious Difobediéncc: | "Tis
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“Tis not to be imagin’d the Sur=
prize and Grief that feiz’d this
lovely Maid at this News and
Sight. However, as Delays in
thefe Cafes are dangerous, and
Pleading worfe than Treafon ;
trembling, and almoft fainting ,
fhe was oblig'd to fuffer her felf to
be coverd, and led away. :

They brought her thus to -
Court ; and the King, who had
causd a very rich Bath tobe pre-
par'd, was led into ir, where he
fate under a Canopy, in State, to
receive this longd for Virgin;
whom he havisg commanded
fhouw’d be brought to him, they
(afeer dif-robing her) led her to the
Bath', and making faft the Doors,
lefc her o defcend. The King,
without more Courcthip, bad her
throw off her Mantle, and come
to his Arms.  But Imoinda, all in’
| ' D Tears,
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Tears, threw her felf on the Mar-
ble, on the Brink of the Bath, and
befought him .to hear her. She
told him, as fhe wasa Maid, how
proud of . the Divine Glory {the
fhould have been of having it in
her power to oblige her King:
but as by the Laws, he coud not;
and from his Royal Goodnefs ,
wou'd not take from any Man his
wedded Wife : So fhe believ’d {be
fhou'd be the Occafion of making
him commit a great Sin, if {he did
not reveal her State and Condi-
tion ; and tell him, fhe was ano-
thers, and cou'd not be {o happy
to be his. |
The King,enrag d at this Delay,
haftily demanded the Name of the
bold Man, that had marry'd a Woe
man of her Degree, without his
Conlfent. Imoinda, {eeing his Eyes
ferce, and his Hands tremble;
whether
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whether with Age, or Anger, I
know not; buc.the: fanfy'd the
laft, almoft repented fhe had faid
fo much, for now fhe fear'd the

. Storm wou’d fall on the Prince ;

fhe therefore faid a thoufand
things to appeafe the raging of his
‘Flame, and to prepare him to hear
who it was with Calmne(s; but

before fhe {poke, he imagin'd who

{he meant, but wou’d not feem
to do fo, but commanded her to
lay afide her Mantle, and fuffer
her felf to receive his Carefles ; or,

by hisGods, he {wore, that hap-
Py Man whom fhe was going to

name fthow’d die, though it were
even Oroonoko himfelf. Therefore(faid
he) deny this Marriage, and fwear
thy felf a Maid.  That (reply’d I
moinda) by all our Powers Ido; for I
amnot yet known to my Husband. *Tis
enough (laid che King 3 ) tis enough

‘ D2 to
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to [atisfie both my (onfcience, and miy
Heart. And rifing from his Seat,
he went, and led her into the
Bath ; it being in vain for her to
refift. |

In this time the Prince, who
was return'd from Hunting, went
to vific his Imoinda, but found her
gone ; and not only fo, but heard
fhe had reccivid the Royal Veil.
This raisd him to a Storm ; and
in his- Madnefs, they had much
ado to fave him from laying vio-
jent Hands on himfelf.  Force firft
prevail’'d, and then Reafon: They
urg’d all to him,. that might op-
pofe his Rage ; bur nothing
weighd fo greatly wich him as
the King's Old Age uncapable of

injuring him with Imoinda. He

wou'd give way to that Hope, be-
caufe it pleasd him moft, and
flarrer'd beft hisHeart.  Yet this

fervd
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ferv'd not alcogether to make him
ceafe his different Paffions, which
fometimes rag’d within him, and
fometimes {oftned into Showers.
"Twas not enough to appeale him,
ro tell him, his Grand-father was
old, and cou’d not that way in-
jure him, while he retain’d thar
awful Duty which the young Men
are usd there to pay to their grave
Relations. He coud not be con-
vinc'd he had no Caufe to fighand
mourn for the Lofs of a Miftrefs,
he cou'd not with all his Strength
and Courage retrieve. And he
wou'd often cry, 0 my Friends ! were
(e in walld (ties, or confind from
me in Fortifications of the greateft

‘Strength ; did Inchantments or Mon»
[Yers detain ber fromme, I Woud ven-

ture through any Hazard to free her :
Buthere,in the Arms of a feeble old Man,
my Youth, my Violent Loye, my Trade

- D3 7
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in Arms, and all my- vaft ‘Defire of
Glory, wvail me nothing : Invoinda is
as irrecoverably loft to mie, a5 if fhe
were fnatch'd by the cold Arms of
Death: Ob! [be i5s never:-to be re-
trievd.  Jf I wouw'd wait tedious Years,
till Fate fhowd bow the old King to bis
Grive ; even timt won d not. leave me
Imoinda free ; but [till that Cuftom
that makes it fo Wle a Crime for a Son
to marry his Father's Wives or Miftref
fes, world binder my- Happinefs 5 un=
lefs Iwoi'd either ignobly fet an ill Pres
[ideiit to my Succeffors, or abandon my
Country, and fly with ker to fome un=
known World, Who never heard our
S'“Ory o

But it was objected to him, that
his Caf¢e wasnot the fame ; for I-
moinda being his lawful Wlfe, by
{folemn Centraé, 'twas he was the
injur’d Man, and mighe, if be fo
pleasd , take Imoinda back , the
” , Breach
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Breach -of the Law being ‘oh'h:rs
Grand-father's fide's :and that'if he
coud circumwvent hlm and redeem
her from the Otan, whlch is the
Palace of " the ngs Women, a
fort of Seraglio, it was both ]u{’c and
lawful for himfoto do. -

- This Reafoning:had fome*’force
upon him, and'he’ fhou'd -have
been entirely comforted, but for
the Thought that the was poffefs’d
by his Grand father. However,
he lovid: fo well, ‘that he wasre-
folvid to believe what moft fas
vour'd his Hope; and to endea-
vour to learn from Imoindd's own
Mouth, what only fhe cou’d facis-
fie h1m in‘; whether the was robb'd
of that Bleﬂing, which was only
due to his Faich and Love. Bug
as it was very hardto get a Sighe
of the Women, forno Men ever
enter’d into the Otan, but when

D4 the
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the King went to entertain himfelf

with fome one of his Wives, or __

Miftrefles ; and ’twasDeath at any
other time, for any other to go in ;
fo he knew not how to contrive to

get a Sighe of her. |

While Qroonoko felt all the Ago-

nies of Love, and fuffer’d under a
Torment the moft painful in the
World, the old King was not exs
empted from his fhare of AfliGtion,
He was troubl'd for having been
forcd by an irrefiftable Paffion, to
rob his Son of a Treafure he knew,
coud not but be extreamly dear to
him, finge fhe was the moft beaus
tiful that ever had been feen 5 and
had befides, all the Sweetnefs and
Innocence of Youth and Modefty,
with a Charm of Wit furpaffing
all.  He found that, however fhe
was forc'd o expofe her lovely
Perlon to his witherd Arms, fhe

cou'd
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coud only figh and weep there,
and think of Oroonoko ; and often-
times cou'd not forbear fpeaking
of him, though her Life were, by
Cuftom, forfeited by owning her
Paffion. But fhe fpoke not of a
Lover only, but of a Prince dear
to him, to whom fhe fpoke ; and
of the Praifes of 2 Man, who, till
now, fllI'd the old Man’s Soul
with Joy at every Recital of his
Bravery, or even his Name. And
twas this Dotage on our young
Hero, that gave Imoinda a thoufand
Privileges to fpeak of him, withs
out offending ; and this Con-
defcention in the old King, that
made her take the Satisfaction of
fpeaking of him fo very often.
Befides, he many times enquir'd
how the Prince bore himfelf ; and
thofe of whom he ask’d, being en-
tirely Slaves to the Merits and Ver-
o o tues
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rues 'of the Prince, ftill anfwer’d
what they thought conduc’d beft
to his Service ; which was, to make
the old King fan{y that the Prince
had no more Intereft in Imoinda,
and had refign'd her willingly to
the Pleafure of the King ; that he
diverted himfelf with his Mathe-
maticians, his Fortifications, his
Officers, and his Hunting,

. This pleas’d the old Lover,
who fail'd not to report thefe things
again to Imoinda, that fhe might,
by the Example of her young Lo-
ver, withdraw her Heart, and reft
becter contented in his Arms. But
however fhéwas forcdto receive
this unwelcome News, in all Ap-
pearance, with Unconcern, and
Content, ber Heart was burfting
within, and fhe was only happy
when fhe con'd get alone, to vent
her Griefs and Moans with Sighs
and Tears. What

(43)

- What Reports of the Prince’s
Conduét were made to the King;
he thought good to. juftifie as far ag
poffibly he cou’d by his:Aétions ;
and when he appear’d in the Pre-
fence of the King, ‘he fthew’d a
Face not at all betraying his Hears »
So that in ‘a lictle timde ‘the old
Man, being entirely convinc’d that
he was no longer a. Lover of s
moinda, he carry'd him with him,
in his Train; “to the Otan, often to
banquet with his Miftrefs. ~ But as
foon as he enter'd, one Day, inta
the Apartment of Imoinda, with the
King, atthe firlt Glance from her
Eyes,notwichftanding all his deter»
min d Refolution, he-was ready to
fink in the place where he ftood ;

-and had certainly done fo, butfor

the Support of Abian, a young
Man, who was next to himj
which, with his Change of Couns
- | tenance,
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tenance, had betray’'d him, had
the King chanc'd to look that way.
And I have obfervd, 'tis a very
great Error in thofe, who laugh
when one fays, 4 Negro can change
Colour ; for I bave feen 'em as fre-
quently blufh, and look pale, and
that as vifibly asever I faw in the

moft beauciful White. And ’tis cers

tain that both thefe Changes were
evident, this Day, in both thefe
Lovers. And Imomda, who faw
with fome Joy the Change in the
Prince’s Face, and found it in her
own, ftrove to divert the King
from beholding either, by a forc’d
Carefs, with which fhe met him ;
which was a new Wound in the
Heart of the poor dying Prince,
But as foon as the King was bu-
fy’d in looking on fome fine thing
of Imoinda’'s making, {he had time
to tell the Prince with her angt;y,

He
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but Love-darting Eyes, that fhe
refented his Coldnefs , and be-
moan’d her own miferable Capti-
vity. Nor were his Eyes filent,
but anfwer'd hers again, as much
as Eyes counddo, inftructed by the
moft tender, and moft paffionate
Heart that ever lovid : And they
{poke fo well, and fo effectually,
as Imoinda no longer doubted, but
{he was the only Delight, and the
Darling of that Soul fhe found
pleading in ‘em its Right of Love,
which none was more willing
to refign than fhe. And ’twas
this powerful Language alone
that in an Inftant conveyd all the
Thoughts of their Souls to each
other ; that they both found, there
wanted but Opportunity to make
them both entirely happy. But
when he {aw another Door open’d
by Onabal, a former old Wife of

| the
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the King’s, who now had Charge
of Imoinda ; and faw the Profpet
of a Bed of State made ready,
with Sweets and Flowers for the
Dalliance of the ‘King ; who im-
mediately lead the trembling Vi-
&im from his Sight, into that pre-
pard Repofe. What Rage! what
wild Frenzies feizd his Heart !
which forcing to keep within
Bounds, and to fuffer without
Noife, it became the more infup-
portable,and rent his Soul with ten

thoufand Pains. He was forc’d to

retire, to vent his Groans ; where
he fell down on a Carpet, and lay

truggling a long time, and only

breathing now and then, -=-0 Iinoin-
da! When Onabal had fini{l¥'d her
neceflary Affaic within, fhutting
the Door, fhe came forth to wair,
till the King calld ; and hearing

fome one fighing in the other

Room,
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Room, fhe pafsd on, and found:
the Prince in that deplorable Con-
dition, which fhe thought needed
her Aid : Shegave him Cordials,
bucall in vain ; ¢ll finding the na-
ture of his Difeafe, by his Sighs,
and naming Imoinda. She told him,
he had not fo much Caufe as he
imagin’d, to affli himfelf ; forif
he knew the King fo well as fhe
did, he wou’d not lofe 2 Moment
in Jealoufie, and that fhe was con-
fident that Imoinda bore, at this Mis
nute, partinhis Aflliction.  Aboan
was of the fame Opinion ; and
both together, perfwaded him to
re-aflume his Courage ; and all
ficting down on the Carper, the
Prince faid fo many obliging things
toOnabal,that he half perfwaded her
to be of his Party. And fhe pro-
misd him, {he wor'd thus far coms
ply with his juft Defires, that fhe
‘ wou'd

e
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wou’d let Imoinda know how faith-
ful he was, what he fufferd, and
what he faid.

This Difcourfe lafted till the
King call'd, which gave Oroonoko
a certain Satisfacion ; and with
the Hope Onabal had made him
conceive, he afflum’d a Look as
gay as twas poffible a Man in his
Circumftances coud do; and pre-
fently after, he was call'd in with
the reft who waited without. The
King commanded Mufick to be
brought, and feveral of his young
Wives and Miftrefles came all to-
gether by his Command, to dance
before him; where Imoinda per-

form'd her Part with an Air and
Grace fo pafling all the reft, asher

Beauty was above ‘em ; and re-
ceiv’d the Prelent, ordain’d as a
Prize. The Prince was every
Moment more charm'd with the

: new
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new Beauties and Graces he beheld
in this fair One : And while he
gazd, and fhedanc'd, Onabal was

retird to a Window with Aboan.
This Onabal, as I {aid, was one
of the Caft-Miftrefles of the old
King ; and twas thefe (now paft
their Beauty ) that were made
Guardians, or Governants to the
new, and the ycung Ones; and
whofe Bufinefs it was, to teach
them all thofe wanton Arts of
Love, with which they prevaild
and charm'd heretofore in their
Turn ; and who now tteated the
trinmphing happy Ories with all
the Severity, as to Liberty and
Freedomi, that was poffible, in
revenge of thole Honours they
rob them of ; envying them thofe
Satisfactions, thofe Gallantrizs and
Prefents, that were once made to
themfelves , while Youth and
E Beauty




(50)

Beauty lafted, and which they now
faw pafs were regardlefs by, and
pay d only to the Bloomings. And
certainly, nothing is more affli&t-
ing to a decayd Beauty, than to
behold init felf declining Charms,
that were once ador'd ; and to find
thole Carefles paid to new Beau-
ties,to which once {he laid aClaim;
to hear ‘em whifper as fhe paf-
fes by, That once was a delicate Wo-
man. Thefe abandond Ladies
therefore endeavour to revenge
all the Defpights, and Decays of
Time, on thefe flourithing happy
Ones. And ’twas this Severity,
that gave Oroonoko a thoufand Fears
he {hou'd never prevail with Ona-
hal, to{ee Imoinda.  But, as I faid,
{he was now retird to a Window
with Aboan.
This young Man was not only
one of the beft Quality, buta Man

extreamly
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extreamly well made, and beaus
tiful ; and coming often to attend
the King to the Oran, he had fub-
dud the Heart-of the antiquated
Onahal, which had not forgot how
pleafant it was to be in Love:
And though fhe had fome Decays
in her Face, fhe had none in her
Sence and Wit ; fhe was chere
agreeable flill , even to Aboan’s
Youth ; {o that he took pleafure
in entertaining her with Difcourfes
of Love: He knew alfo, thatto
make his Court to thefe She-Fa-
vourites, was the way to be great;
thele being the Perfons that do all
Affairs and Bufinefs at Court. He
had alfo obferv’d that fhe had gi-
ven him Glances more tender and
inviting, than {he bad done to o-
thers of his Quality : And now,
when he faw that her Favourcoud
fo ablolutely oblige the Piince, he
E 1 fail'd
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faild not to figh in her Ear, and
to look with Eyesall foft upon her,
and give her Hope that fhe had
made fome Impreffions on his
Heart. He found her pleasd at
this, and making a thoufand Ad-
vances to him ; but the Cerempny
ending, and the King departing,
broke up the Company for that

‘Day, and his Converfation.

Aboan fail d not that Night to tell
the Prince of his Succefs, and how
advantageous the Service -of Onabal
might be to his Amour with Tmoin-
da. The Prince was overjoyd
with this good News, and be-
fought him, if it were poffible, to
carefs her fo, as to engage her en-

tirely ; which he cou'd not fail to

do, if he comply'd with her De-
fires :  For then (faid the Prince)
ber Life lying at your Mercy, k{be. must

nt you the Requef} you make n my
& Regee Behalf.

(53)
Bebalf.  Aboan underftood him ;
and affurd him, he would make
Love fo effettually, that he wou’d
defie the moft expert Miftrels of
the Art, to find out whether he
diffembl’dit, orhad it really. And
‘twas with Impatience they waited
the next Opportunity of going to
the Otan.
The Wars came on, the Time
of taking the Field approach’d ,
and “twas impoffible for the Prince
to delay his going at the Head of
his Army, to encounter the Ene-
my : So that every Day feem’d 2
tedious Year, till he faw his Imoins
da; for he believd he cou’d not
live, if he were forc'd away with=
out being fo happy. Twaswich
Impatience therefore, that he ex-
pected the next Vific the King
woud make; and, according to
his Wifh, it was not long.
E 3 The
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The Parley of the Eyes of chefe
ewo Lovers had not pafsd fo fe-
cretly, but an old jealous Lover
cow’d {pyir; orrather, he wanted
not Flatterers, who told him, they
obtervd it : So that the Prince was
haften'd to the Camp, and this
was the laft Vific he found he
{houw’d make to the Otan ; he there-
fore urg’d Aboan to make the beft
of this laft Effort, and to explain
himfelf fo to Onabal, that fhe, de-
ferring her Enjoyment of her
young Lover no longer, might
make way for the Prince to fpeak
to Imoinda.

The whole Affair being agreed
on between the Prince and 4boan,
they attended the King, as the Cu-
ftom was, to the Otan; where,
while the whole Company was ta-
ken up in beholding the Dancing,
and antick Poftures the Women

| | Royal

(s55)

Royal made, to divert the King
Onabal fingl & out Aboan, whom (he
found moft pliable to her With.
When {he had him where fhe be-
liev'd the cou'd not be heard, fhe
figh’d to him, and foftly cry'd, 4b,
Aboan! Whenwill you be fenfible of
my Paffion 2 1 confefs it wih my
Mouth, becanfe I woud not give my
Eyes the Lye; and you bave but too
much already perceiv'd they have con-
fefs’d my Flame : Nor wowd I have
you’believe, that becaufe I am the aban-
dond Miftrefs of a King, I efteem my
Jelf altogether divefted of Charms. No
Aboan ; Ihave ftill 2 Refl of Beaut;
enough engaging, and bave learn'd to
pleafe too well, not to be defirable. I
can bave Lovers fhill) but will bave none
but Aboan.  Madam (reply'd the
half-feigning Youth) you have alrea
dy, by my Eyes, found, you can ftill
conquer 5 and I believe 'tis in pity of me,
E4 o
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yous condefcend to this kind Confeffion.
But, Madam, Words are usd to be [o
Jmall a part of our Country-Court hip,
that ’tis rare one can get [o bappy an
Opportunity as to tell onc’s Heart ;. and
thofe few Minutes we bave ave forc'd
to be fnatcl’d for more certain Proofs of
Love, thap [pecking and fighing ;5 and
Juch Ilanguifh for. |
He fpoke this with fuch a Tone,
that the hopd it true, and cou’d
not forbear believing it ; and being
wholly tranfported wich Joy, for
having fubdu’d the fineft of all the
King's Subjects to her Defires, 1he
tock from her Ears two large
Pearls, and commanded him to
wear em in his. He woud have
refusd ‘em, crying, HMadam, thefe
are not the Proofs of your Love that 1
expelt 5 “tis Opportunity, ’tis a L ones
hour only, that can make me happy.
Bue fprging the Pearls into hig
Pt oK " Hand,

- Gs7)
Hand, fhe whilper'd foftly to him, -
Ob! Do not fear a Woman’s Invention,
When Love fets ber a-thinking.  And
prefling his Hand, fhe cry'd, This
Night you [ball be bappy.  Come to the
Gate of the Orange-Groves, bebind the
Quan; and I will be ready, about
Mid-night, to receive you. *Twas
thus agreed, and fhe left him, thac
no notice might be taken of their
{peaking rogether.

The Ladies were ftil] dancing,
and the King, iaid on 2 Carper,
with a great deal of pleafure, was
beholding them, elpecially Inoins
da 5 wha that Day appear'd more
lovely than cver, being enliven'd
with the good Tidings Onabal had
brought her of the conftant Paffion
the Prince had for her. The
Prince was laid on another Carper,
at the other end of the Room, "’
with his Eyes fixd on the Obje&

| of
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of his Soul ; and as {he turn’d, or

movd, fo did they ;. and fhe alone
gave his Eyes and Soul their Mo-

tions : Nor did Imeinda employ

her Eyes to any other Ufe, than in
beholding with infinite Pleafure
the Joy fhe producd in thofe of
the Prince. But while fhe was
more regarding him , than the
Steps fhe took, fhe chanc’d to fall ;
and o near him, as that leaping
with extream force from the Car-
pet, he caught her inhis Arms as
{he fell; and ‘twas vifible to the
whole Prefence, the Joy where-
with he receivd her:  He clafp'd
her clofe to his Bofom, and quite
forgot that Reverence that was due
to the Miftrefs of a2 King, and that
Punifhment thasis the Reward of
a Boldnefs of this nature ; and had
not the Prefence of Mind of Imoin-
da (fonder of his Safety, than her
| own)

(59)

own) befriended him, in making
her {pring from his Arms, and fall
into her Dance again, he had, at
that Inftant, met his Death; for
the old King, jealous to the laft
degree, role up in Rage, broke all
the Diverfion, and led Imoinda to
her Apartment, and fent out Word
to the Prince, to go immediately
tothe Camp ; and that if he were
found another Night in Court, he
fhoud fuffer the Death ordain’'d
for difobedient Offenders.

You may imagine how wel-
come this News was to Oroonoko,

whofe unfeafonable Tranfport and

Carefs of Imoinda was blam'd by all
Men that lov’d him ;. and now he
perceiv’d his Faule, yet cry'd, That
for fuch another Moment, be wou'd be

content to die.
All the Otan was in diforder
about this Accident; and Onabal
was
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was particularly concern’d,becaufe
on the Prince’s Stay depended her
Happinefs ; for fhe cou'd no lon-
ger expect that of Aboan.  So thar,
¢er they departed, they contrivd
it fo, that the Prince and he fhou'd
come both that Night to the Grove
of the Otan,which was all of Oran-
ges and Citrons; and that there
they fhou'd waic her Orders.
They parted thus, with Grief
enough, tll Night; leaving the
King in pofleffion of the lovely
Maid. But nothing cou'd appeafe
the Jealoufie of the old Lover:
He wou'd not be imposd on, but
wou’d have it, that Imoindz made
a falfe Step on purpofe to fall into
Oroanoko’s Bofom , and that all
things look d like a Defign on both
fides, and ’twas in vain {he prote-
fted her Innocence: He was old
and obfinate, and left her more
| than
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than half affurd that his Fear was
true.

The King going to his Apart-
ment, fent to know where the
Prince was, and if he intended to
obey his Command. The Mel[-
{enger return’d, and told him, he
found the Prince penfive, and al-
together unpreparing for the Cams= -
paign ; that he lay negligently on
the Ground, and an{wer'd very
litle. This confirm’d the Jealoufie
of the King, and he commanded
that they fhowd very narrowly
and privately watch his Motions ;
and that he thou'd no ftir from his
Apartment, butone Spy or other
{heu’d be employ'd to watch him :
So that the Hour approaching ,
wherein he was to go to the Ci-
tron-Grove ; and taking only 4boan

along with him, he leaves his A-

parement, -and was watch'd toche
| very
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very Gate of the Otan 5 where he
was feen to enter, and where they
lefc him, tocarry back the Tidings
to the King. | |

Oroonoko and Aboan were no f{oo-
ner enterd, but Onabal led the
Prince to the Apartment of Imoins
da; who, notknowing any thing
of her Happinefs, was laid in Bed.
But Onabal only left him in her
Chamber, to make the beftof his
Opportunity, and took her dear 4-
boan to her own ; where he {hew'd
the heighth of Complaifance for his
Prince, when, to give him an Op-
portunity, he {ufferd himfelf to be
carefsd in Bed by Onabal.

The Prince foftly waken'd I-
moinda, who was not a liccle fur-
prizd with Joy to find him there;
and yet fhe crembld with a thous
fand Fears. I believe, he omitted
faying nothing to this yeung Maid,

that

(63)

that might perfwade her to fuffer
him to feize his own, and rake the
Rishts of Love ; and I believe {he
was not long refifting thofe Arms
where fhe fo long'd to be ; and ha.
ving Opportunity, Night and Si-
lence, Youth, Love and Defire, he
foon prevaild; and ravifh'd in a
Moment, whit his old Grand-fa-
ther had been endeavouring for fo
many Months.

“T'is not to be imagin’d the Sas
tisfaction of thefe two young Lo-
vers; nor the Vows fhe made him,
that fhe remain‘d a {potles Maid,
till that Night ; and that what {he
did with his Grand-father, had
robb’d him of no part of her Vir-
gin-Honour, the Gods, in Mercy
and Juftice, having referv'id that
for her plighted Lord, to whom
of Rightit belong’d. “And 'tisims
poffible to exprels the Tranfports

he




have had her avoided that Honour

(64
ke fufferd, while he liften'd to 2
Difcourfe {o charming, from her
lov'd Lips; and clafp'd that Body
in his Arms, for whom he had fo
long langnifh'd ; and nothing now
afflited him, but his fuddain De-
parture from her; for he told her
the Neceflity, and his Commands ;
but fhow'd depart fatisfy'd in this,
Thar fince the old King had hi-
therto not been able to deprive
him of thofe Enjoyments which
only belong’d to him, he believid
for the future he wou'd be lefs able
to injure him ; fo that, abating the
Scandal of the Veil, which was no
otherwife fo, than that {he was
Wife to another: He believ'd her
fafe, evenin the Arms of the King,
and innocent ; yet wou'd he have
venturd at the Conquelt of the
World, and have given it all; to

of

| C65)
of receiving the Royal Peil: "Tras
thus, between a thoufand Careffes:!
that both bemoari'd the hard Fate
of Youth and Beauty, fo liabie to
that cruel Promotion: *Twas a
Glory that cow'd well have been
fpard here, though defird, and.
aird ac by all the young Females
of that Kingdom. ~ C

But while they were thus fonds -
ly employ’d, forgetting how Time
ran on, and that the Dawn muft
conduct him far away from his
only Happinefs, they heard 2 grear |
Noife in the Otin, and unufual
Voices of Men; ar which the
Prince, ftarting from the Armns of
the frighted Imoinda, yan'to a litcle
Battel-Ax he us'd to wear by his
Side; and having not (o much
leifure, as to put on his Habir, he
oppos'd himfelf againit fome who
were already opening the Door ;
. F which
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which they did with fo much Vio-.

lence, that Oreonoko was not ableto
defend it ; but was forcd to cry eut

with a commanding Voice, Whos
ever ye are that have the Boldnefs to at=

“tempt to approach this Jpartmentvv"tbw "

rudely, know, that I, the Prince O-
roonoko, Wwill revenge it with the cers
tain Death of bim that firft enters:
Therefore [tand back, and knew, this

lace 5 facred to Love, and me this
Night ; to Morrow “tis the King’s. =

This he {poke with a Voice fo |

refolv’d and affur’d, that they foon

setir’d from the Door, buteryd,

"Tis by the /l(ing’s‘ Command we are
eome ; and being fatisfyd by thy Voice,
O Prince, as much as if we bad enter'd,
We can rt’port to the ](ing the Truth Qf
all bis Fears, and leave thee to provide
for thy o Safety, as thow art advisd
by thy Friends. . -

'Ac

‘moinda;

At thefe Words they departed,
~and left the Prince to take a fhort
and fad Leave of his Imoinda ; who
trufting in the ftrength of her
Charms, believd fhe fhou’d ap-
peale the Fury of a jealous King,
by faying, She was furpriz'd, and
that it was by force of Armshe got
into her Apartment.  All het Con-
cern now was for his Life, and
therefore fhe haften’d him to the
Camp; and with much a-do, pre-
vail’d on him to go: Nor was it
fhe alone- that prevail'd, _4boan
and Onabal both pleaded, and both
affur’d him of a Lye that fhowd be
well enough coneriv’d to fecure. I-
So that, at laft, with 2
Hearr fad as Death, dying Eyes,
and fighing Soul, Oroomoke depar-
tedy and took his way to the
Camp. - ”

F-zk I;
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“Yrwas not long after the King
in Perfon came to the Otan ;. where
beholding Imoinda with Rage in his
~ Eyes, he upbraided her Wicked-
nefs and Perfidy, and threatning
her Royal Lover, fhe fell on her
Face at his Feer; bedewing the
Floor with her 1 ears, and indplo-
ting his Pardon for a Fault which
{he had not- wich her Will com-
imitced ;- as Onabal, who was alfo
proftrate wich her, coud teftifie :

lhat unknown to her, he had
broke into her Apaument and ra-
" vifhed her.  She fpoke this much
mamﬁ her Conlcience ; -but to
!we her own life, ‘twas abiolutev
ly necetlary fhe fhow'd feign chis
fvl{m/ She knew it coud noe
fajure the Prince, he. being fled

to wn-Army that wo‘x’d ftand by

him aounrt any Injuries that
fhou'd aiiault‘_ h}m However,

kY

fhian, or Heatben

i thi§ -

- C69)
this laft Thought of Imoinda’s be-
ing ravifh’d, chan 'd the Mealures
of his Revenge 5 and whereas, be-
fore he defign'd to be himfelf, her
Execuuoner he now refolv’ d {he
thou'd not dle. But as it is the
greateft Crime in nature amongft
‘em to touch a Woman, after ha-
ving been poffef’d by a Son, 2
Father,- or a Brother ;. {o noyw he

look'd on Imoinda .as a polluted

thing, wholly unfit for his Em-
brace ; nor woud he reﬁon her
to his' Grand-fon, . becaufe fhe had
receiv’d the ‘Royal Veil.  He there-

fore removes her from the Otan,

with Onabal ; whom he put into
fafe 'Hands, with Order they
thou'd be both (old off, as Slaves,
to another Country, eictier Chris
‘twas no macter
where. :

F 3  This
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“This cruel Sentence, worfe thart
Death, they 1mplmd might be
reversd but their Prayers were
vain, and it was put in Execution
accordmgly , and thar with fo
much Secrecy, that nene, eicher
without, or within the Oran, knew
dny thing of their Ablence, or
their Deftiny.
"~ The old ng, neverchelefs,
~ executéd thiswith a great deal of
Reluétancy; but he believ'd ‘he
had made 2 very greair Conqueft
over himfelf, when he had once
refolvd, and had perform’d what
he 1emlvd
that his Love had been unjuft ;
and that he cou'd not expect the
Gods, or Capmm of the Cléuds,
{as they call the unknown Power)
thou'd fuffér a berter Confequence
from fo ill a Caule.
gns to hold Omonoko Ckﬂl“d and
N to

He believ'd now,

He now be-

- C7vy
to ﬁy, he had Reafon for what he -
did : And now every Body cou'd

* affure the King, how paflionately

Imoinda was belov'd by the Prince 5
even thofe confelsd it now, who
faid the contrary before his Flame
was abated. So that the King
being old, and not able to defend
himfelf in War, and having no
Sons of all his. Race remaining
alive, but only this, to maintain
him on his Throne ; and lookin
on this as 2 Man difoblig'd, firft
by the Rape of his Mxﬁreis, or ra-
ther Wife ; and now by depriving
of him Wholly of her, he feard,
might make him defperate and
do 1ome cruel thing, eicher to him-
“felf, or hisold Grand- father, the
Oﬁcnder he began to repent him -
extreamly of, the Contempt he
‘had, in his Rage; put on Imoinda.
Beﬁdcs he confider'd he ought in
\ F 4 Honour
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~ Honour to bave kill'd ber, for chis

Offence, if it had been one : He
ought to have had o mueh Value
R 74 . R .

and Confideration for a Maid of
her Quulity, 4s.to have nobly pus
her todeath ; and not to have fold

- herdike a common Slave, the grea-

teft Bevengk, -and the moft diff

geacetitl of any ; and to whichthey

a-thoufand times prefer Death, and
imploreir ; as inomda did; biit cowi'd
not ebrain that Honour,' _Seeing
therefore it was gertain that Qroongke
wou'd highly refent this Affroht he

choughs _good o make Tome-Exr

cufp or his Rifhaels .to him.; and

tQ..,,tbglt End he fent.a Meflenger to

the Camp, with; Orders -to redt
with, bim aboye: the . Maseer, . 'to
gain his Pardang -and to endeavouir
10 mjtigate his Giief ;. burthar by
nomepns he fhowd tellchim, Lthe
was fold ; bt fecredly pug tqdbé}h_g

N !}: - [ Or

'hll’conceming Ioinda :  Bur there

(73)

for he knew he thou'd. never ob-
tain his Pardon for the other.
-:When the Meflenger came, he
found the Prince upon the poine of
Engaging with the Enemy ; but
as'{oon as he heard of the Arrival
of :the Meflenger, he commanded
him to his. Lent, where he em-
brac’d him, and receiv’d him wich
Joxt ;- which was foon abated, by
the down=caft Looks of the Mefs
{enger, wha was inftantly demans
ded the Caufe by Qrosmoko, who, |
mmpatient of Delay, ask’'d a thou- b
{fand> Quettions in 2 Breath ; and

needed licele Return, - for he cow’d
almoltanfwer himfelfof all he de -
mabded,. frém his Sighs and Evyes.
Aclaft, the Meffenger cafting hints
{clfian the Prince’s Feet, and kifling
theri with'all the Submiffion of 2
un chat had fomething toimplore
ol which
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which he dreaded to utter, he be-
foughe him to hear with Calmnefs
| what he had to deliver to him, and
£ to call up all his noble and Heroick
Courage, to encounter with his
Words, and defend himfelf againit
o - theungrateful thingshe muft relate.

Oroonoko replyd, with a deep Sigh,
and alanguifhingVoice,-I am armd

«again$t therr WorSt Efforts-----;: for I
know they will tell me, Imoinda is no

more-—-- ; and after that, you may fpare

| thereSt.  Then, commanding him
| torife, helaid himfelf on a Carpet,
i under a rich Pavillion, and re-
maind a good while filent, and

. was hardly heard to figh. When
i he was come a litcle ¢o himfelf, the
| Meflenger ask’d him leave to,delie
1 - wer that partof his Embafly, w_h,wh
1 the Prince had not yet devind : -
And the Princecry’d, I permt thee---
Then he told him the Aﬁliéticl)]n

- C75)
the old King was in, for the Rafhs
-nefs he had committed in hisCruels
ty o Imoida;and how he daign’d co
ask Pardon for his.Offence, and to
implore the Prince wou'd not fuf-
fer that Lofs to touch his Hearc too |
fenlibly, which now all the Gods
cou’d nor reftore him, but might !
recompence him in Glory, which |
he begg'd he wou'd purfue ; and
that Death, thatcommon Revens
ger of all Injuries, wou'd foon even
the Account between him, and a
‘teeble old Man. ' -
. Oroonoko bad him return his Du-
-ty to his Lord and Mafter ; and to
affure him, there was no Account
of-Revenge to be adjufted berween
them ; if there were, ‘twas he was
theAgreflor, and that Death wou'd
be jult, and, maugre his Age,
wow'd fee him righted ; and he
‘wascontented to léave his Share of
C Glory

-
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Glory to Youths more fortunate,
and worthy of that Favour from
the Gods. That henceforth he
wou'd never. lift a Weapon, . or
draw a Bow ; but abandon the
{fmall Remains of his Lifeito Sighs
and ‘Tears, . and the, continual

Thoughts of what his Lord and

* Grand-father had thought geod to

fend out of the World, ‘with all
that-Youth, that Innocence, and
Beauty. o e
- After having fpoken this, whate
ever his greateft Officers, | and Men
of the beft: Rank could do, they
coir’d not raife him from che Car-

et, or. perfwade: him to Action,
andRefdlutions of Life ; but coms
manding aH to retire; hie Thyc him-
#alf into his Pavillion-all that Day,

- while the Enemy was ready to en-
gage s and .wondring at.the De-
lay, the whole Body of the clneg

of
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of the Army then addre(s’d them-
felves to him, and to whom they
had much a-do to get Admittance.
‘They fell on their Faces at che Foot
of his Carpet ; where they lay, and
befought him with earneft Prayers
and Tears, to lead ’em forth to
Bartel, and ot let the Enemy take
Advantages of them ; and implox d
him to have regard to his. Glory,
and to the World, that depended
on his Courage and Condu&. But
he made no other Reply to all
their Supplications but chis, That
he had now no more Bufinef; for
Glory ; and for the World, it was
a Trifle not worth hisCare.  Ga,
(continud he, fighing) and divide-it
amongft you 5 and reap with Joy what
o fo vainly prize, and leave. me to my
more welcome Destiny.

 They then demanded whit

. they fhoud do, and whom- ki

woud
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wou'd conftitute in his Roony, that
the Confufion of ambitious Youth

“and Power might not ruin their

Order, and make them a Prey

to the Enemy. He replyd, He

wou’'d not give himfelf the Trou-

ble---- ; but wifh'd ‘em to chufe
~the braveft Man amongft ‘em, let
his Quality or Birsh be whac it

wou'd : For, 0 myFriends ({aid he!)
it is not Titles make Men brave, or
gaod';. or Birth that beftows Courage
and Generofity, or makes the Owner
happy.  Believe this, When you bebold
'Oroonoko, the moft Wwretched, and

abandow’d by Fortune, of all the Creas

tion of the Gods.  So turning hims
felf about, he wou d make no more
Reply to all they cou’d urge or
implore. Lo

The Army beholding their Of-

ficers return unfuccefsful; wich fad

Faces, and ominous Looks, that

, P’refag’d
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prelag’d no good Luck, fufferd 2

their Hearts, and the Enemy to
»
come even upoen em, before they

any Defence; and though they
were affur’d by fome, who had 2
mind to amimate ‘em, that they

fhou’d be immediately headed by

the Prince, and that in the mean
time .. A4boan had Orders to com-

Example of Bravery, that they
coi’d make buta very feeble Res
fiftance ; and aclaft, down:-right,
fled before the Enemy, who puts

‘em :  Norcou’d all Aboan's Cou-

‘rage, which that Day gain'd him

immortal Glory, thame ’em into
a Manly Defence of themfelves.
The Guards that were lefc behind,

, ~ aboug

thoufand Fears to take Poffeffion of -

woud provide for their Safery, by

mand as General ; yer they were
fo difmay'd for want of that great -

{u'd "em to the very Tents, killing -
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about the Prince’'s Tent, feeing the:
Soldiers flee before the  Enemy
“and _fcaccer themfelves all over:
the Plain, in'great Diforder, made
fuch Out-cries as rouz'd the Prince
from his amorous Slumber, in
which he had remain’d bury'd for
two Days, without permitting any
Suftenance to approach him : Bur,
in fpight of all his Refolutions, he
had not the Conftancy of Grief to
that Degree, as to make him in-
fenfible of the Danger of his Ar-

my ; and in that Inftant he leapd
from his Couch, and cry’d, --Come

if, we muft die, let us- meet- Death the
nobleft Way 5 and “twill - be -more like
Oroonoko. to encounter bing at- an Ar~
my's Head, . oppofmy the Torrent. of a
wonquering Foe, than lazily, on a Couch,
to-wait bis lingering Pleafure, and 'fft@
every Moment by a thoufand wreching
Thought ;- or-be tamely taken by an
aStotps ‘ Enemy,

| (8r)

Enemy; and led 4 whining, Love-fick
Slave, to adorn the Triumpbs of Ja-
moan, that yong Viftor, who alreas
dy is enter'd beyond the Limits T bad
preferibd bhim.

While he was fpeaking, he {uf-
ferd his People to drefs him for
the Field ; and fallying out of his
Pavillion; with more Life and Vi-
gour in his Countenance than ever
hefhew’d he appear'd like fome Die
vine Power defcended to fave his
Country from Deftruction;and his
People had purpofely put him on
all things that might make him
fhine with moft Splendor, to firike
areverend Awe into the Beholders.
He flew iato the thickeft of thofe
that were purluing his Men ; and
being animated with Defpair, he
foughe as if he came on purpofe

to die, and did fuch things as will

not be believid that Humane
G Strength
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Serength cou’d perform 3 and fuch
as foon infpird all the reft with
new - Courage, and new Order :
And now it was, that they began
to fight indeed ; and fo, asif they
wourd not be out:done, even by
their -adord Hero; who turning
the Tide of the Victory, changing
abfolutely the ‘Fate of the Day,
gaind- an entire Conquett ; : and
6;*007;0!(0 having the good .Fdi‘t;u'ne
to {ingle out Famoan, he took him
Prifoner with his own Hand, ha-
ving wounded - him almqﬁ to
death. : R
This ] LGzoml._aft\erwayds became
very dear to him, being a Man
very gallant, -and of excellent
Graces,. and fine Parts; o that he
pever put him amongft ,’the Rank
of Captives, as:they us'd to do,
without diftin&ion, for the com-
rnon Sale,or Market ; but kept hlr.g
" :

-
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in his own Court, where be re-
taind nothing of the Prifoner,
but the Name, and recurn'd no
more intd his own Country, fo
great an Affe¢tion he took for
Oroomoko ; and by a thoufand Tales
and Advencures of Love and Gal-
lantry ,  flacter’d his Difeale of
Melancholy and Languithment ;
which I have often heard him fay,
had certainly killd him, buc for
the Converfation of this Prince
and Aboan, the French Governor he
had from his Childhood, of wwhom
I have {poken before, and who
was 2 Man of admirable Wic,

great Ingenuity and Learning ;

all which he had infusd inco his

young Pupile  This -French-Man

was banith'd ont of his owvn Coun-
try, for fome Heretical Notions
he held ; and though he was a

Man of very litle Religion, he

G 2 had
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had admirable Morals, and abrave
Soul.
After the total Defeat of Jar
moan's Army, which alt fled, or
" were left dead upon the Place,
they fpent fome cime 1n the
Camp ; Oroonoko chufing rather to
remain 2 while there in his Tents,
than enter into 2 Place, or live in
a Court where he had fo lately
fuffer d fo great 2 Lofs. The Ot-
ficers therefore, who faw and
knew his Caufe of Dilcontent, in=
vented all fores of Diverfions and
Sports, to enterrain their Prince:
So that what ‘with thole Amuze-
ments abroad, and others at home,
that 15, within their Tents, with
the Perfwalions, Arguments and
Care of his Friends and Servants
that he more peculiarly priz’d, he
wore off inrime a great part o
that Shagrien, and Torture of De-
- {pair,

engage him in any {ort of Amour
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quir, which the firft Efforts of I-
moinda's Death had given him : In-
fomuch as having receiv'd a thou-
ﬁpd kind Embaffies from the
King, and Invitations to return to
Court, he obeyd, though with
no litle Relu@®ancy ; and when
h‘,e did fo , there was a vifible
('.hangc in him, and for a long
time he was much more melan-
choly than before. But Time
,le{Tens all £xtreams, and reduces
em to Mediums and Unconcern ;
bar no Motives or Beauties
though all endeavourd ir, cou’d
tt.hough he f;)adhalfl the Invita,—
ons to 1it, both from his ow
Youth, and others Ambitions anﬁ
Defigns. R
_ Oroonoko was no {ooner return'd
trom this laft Conqueft, and re-
ceiyd at Court with all the Joy

G 3 and
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and Magnificence thaE:;cou’d be

exprefs'd to ayoung Victor, who

was not only returnd triumphant,

fue belovd like a Deity, when
thete arrivd in the Porc an Englifh
Shi};his Perfon had often before
Leen in thefe Countries, and was
very well known to Oreonoke, with
whom he had traffick'd for Slaves,
1ad had us'd to do the fame with
his Predecefiors. E

" This Commander was a Man
of 2 finer forc of Addrefs, and
Converfation, better bred, and
more engaging, than moft ot thfu:
forc of Men are; fo that he feem d
rather never to have been bred
out of 2 Court, than almoft all his
Life at Sea. This Caprain there-
fore was always better receivd at
Courr, than moft of the Traders
5 tiofe Countfies were 3 and
S - elpecially

(87
efpecially by Oroonoko, who-was
more: civilizd;" aceording to” the
European- Mode , than any other
had been, and took more Delight

‘in the White Nations ; and, above

all; Men of Parts and Wic. ~ To
this Captain he fold abundancé of
his Slaves; and ‘for the Favour
and Efteem he- had for him,
made him many Prefents, and ¢b-
lig’d him to ftay at Court. as long
as poffibly he coud. = Which the
Caprain feem'd to take as a very
great Honour done him, ‘eater-
taining the Prince évery Day wich
Globes and Maps, and Machema-=
tical Difcourfes and Infiriuments ;
eating, drinking, hunting and li-
ving with him with fo much Fimi-
liaricy, that it was-aét to be dowbe-

-ed, but he bad gain'd very greur-

ly upon the Heart of chis giliaac
young Man. And the Caprain,

/.} ¥
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in Return of all thefe mighty Fae
vours, befought the Prince to ho-
nour his Veflel with his Prefence,
fome Day or other, to Dinner,
before he fhoud fec Sail ; which
he condefcended to accept, and
appointed his Day. The Ca-

prain; on his parr, faild not to

have all things in 2 Readinefs, in
the moft magnificent Oider he
cou’d poffibly: And the Day
being come, the Captain, in his
Boat, richly adorn’'d with Ca’r—
pets and Velvetr-Cuthions, row'd
to the Shoar to receive the Prince ;
with another Long-Boat, where
was plac’d all his Mufick and
Trumpets, wich which Crooneko
was extreamly delighted ; who
met him on the Shoar; artended

by his French Governor, Famoan,

Aboan, and abour an hundred of
the noblcft of the Youths of the
- Court :
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Court: And after they had firft

carry d the Prince on Board, the

,Boats fetch’d the reft off; where

they found a very fplendid Trear,
with all forts of fire Wines; and
were as well encertain'd, as twas
poflible in fuch a place to be.
The Prince having drunk hard
of Punch, and feveral Sorts of
Wine, as did ali the reft (for great
Care was taken, they fhou’d want
nothing of that part of the Enter- -
tainment) was very merry, and in
grear Admiration of the Ship, for
he had never been in one before ;
fo that he was curious of behol-
ding every place, where he de-
cently mighe defcend.  The reft,
no lefs curious, who were not
quite overcome with Drinking ,
rambl'd at cheir pleafure Fore and
Aft,_ as their Fancies guided ‘em :
S that the Caprain, who had
o | well
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well laid his Defign before, gave
the Word, and feizd on all his
Guefls ; they clapping great Irons
{fuddenly onthe Prince,when he was
leapd down in the Hold to view
that part of the Veflel ; and locking
him faft down, fecur dhim. The
fame Treachery was us'd to all the
reft; and all in one Inftant, in
feveral places of the Ship, were
lath'd faft in Irons, and betray’d
to Slavery. That great Defign
over, they fet all Hands to work
to hoife Sail ; and with as treache-
rous and fair 2 Wind, they made
from the Shoar with this innocent
and glorious Prize, who thought
of nothing lefs than fuch an Em:er-
tainment.

Some have commended this A&,
as brave, in the Caprain 5 buz will
{pare my Sence of it, and leave it to

my Readet to ]udge as he pleafes.
Ie

Cor)

It may be eafily gue8d, in
what manner the Prince refented
this Indignity, who may be beft
refembl’d to a Lion taken in a
Toil 5 fo he rag'd, foheftruggld
for L1be1ty, but all in vain; and
they had fo wz(ely manag d - his
Fetters, that he coud not ufe a
Hand in his Defence, to quit him-
felf of a Life that woud by no
Means endure Slavery ; nor cou'd
he move from the Place,. where
he was ty'd, to any folid part of
the Ship, 1gnnﬂ: which he might
have beat his Head, and have fi-
nifh’d his Difgrace that way : So
that being deprived of all other
means , he relolved to perifh for -
want of Food : And plealed at
laft wich that Thought, and toil'd
and tired by Rage and Indigna-
tion, he laid himfelf down, and
full enly refolved upon dying,

and
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and refufed all things that were
brought him.

This did not a little vex the
Captain, and the more fo, be-
caufe, he found almoft all of ‘em
of the fame Humour ; f{o that

the lofs of fo many brave Slaves,

fo tall and goodly to behold,
wou’d have been very confidera-
ble: He therefore orderd one
to go from him (for he woud not
be feen himfelf) to Oroovoko, and
to affure him he was affli¢ted for
having rafhly done fo unhofpi-
table 2 Deed, and which coud
not be now remedled {ince they
were far from fhore ; but {ince he
refented it in {o htgh a nature,
he affurd him he wou'd rCVOke
is Refolution, and fet both him
and his Frlends a-fhore on the
next Land they thoud touch at ;

and of this the Meflenger gave
him
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him his Qath, provided he wou'd

refolve to live: And Oroomoko ,
whofe Honour was fuch 2s he ne-
ver had violated 2 Word in his Life
himfelf, much lefsa folemn Affe-
veration; believd in an inftant
what this Man faid, but res
ply'd, He expeéted for a Confic-
matlon of this, to have his fhame-
ful Fecters dlfmlfsd This De-
mand was carried to the (aptain,
who return’'d him anfwer, That
the Offence had been fo great
which he had put upon the Prince,
that he durft not cruft him Wlth
Liberty while he remained in the
Ship, for fear left by a Valour
natural to him, and a Revenge
that would animate that Valour,
he might commit fome Outrage
fatal to himfelf and the King his
Mafter, to whom his Velfel did
belong. To this Orooncko replis
ed,
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ed, he would engage his Honour
to behave himlelf in all friendly
Order and Manner,” and obey
the Command of the ((aptain, as
he was Lord of the King’s Veffel,
and General of thofe Men under
his Command.

This was deliverd to the fhill
doubting (aptain, who could not
refolve to truft a Heathen he faid,
upon his Parole , a2 Man that had
no fence or.notion of the God that
he Worfhipp'd. . Oroonskp then res
plied, He was very forry to hear
that the Captain’ pretended o the
Knowledge and Worfhip of any
Gods, who had taught him no bet-
ter Principles; than not to Credit
as he would ‘be Credited: bue
they told him the Difference of
their Faith occafion’d that Biftruft :
For the Captain had protefted to
him upon the Word of a Chriftian,
) and
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and {worn in .the Name of 2
Great G 0.D; which if he thou.d
violate, -he would expe@ eternal
Torment in the World to come.
Is.that all the Obligation be has to be
Fuft to bis Oath , replied Orooncko 2
Let bim know I Swear by my Honour,
Which to violate | wowd not only ren-
der me contemptible and defpifed by
all brave and honeft Men , and fo
give my felf - perpetual pain |, but it
wowd be eternally offending  and dif=
eafing all Mankind, harming, betray-
mg , circumventing and outraging  all
Men ; but Punifbments bereafter are
[ufferd by ones felf; and the World
taRes no cognizances whether this God
have revenged em, or not | ‘tis done
fo fecretly,  and deferrd” fo long
While the Man of no Honowr, fufs
fers every moment the feorn and coris
tempt of the honefter World, and dies eve-
ry day ignominioufly in bis Fanee, which

5
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is more Valuable than Life: I [peak
not this to move Belief, but to [hew
you bow you miStake, when you ima-
gine, That be who Wil violate bis
Honour, will keep bis Word with bis

Gods. So turning from him with.

a difdainful fmile,  he refufed

to anfwer him, when he urgd

"him to know what Anfwer he

fhou'd carry back to his Captamn ;

fo that he departed without fay-

Ing any more.
The (aptain pondering and
confulting what to do, it was

concluded that nothing but Oroo=
noko’s Liberty woud encourage -

any of the reft toeat, except the
Frenchoman, whom the Captain
coud not pretend to keep Prifo-
ner , but only told him he was
fecured becaufe he might a
fomething in favour of the Prince,
but that he fhou'd be freed as foon

. | as

- Gy
a5 théy camé to' Land. - $o thae
théy onclided 3t wholly mecefle!
ryitd free the Prince fiom his'T-
rons, that he might fhow himfEtf
to'the reft’; that they mighthave
an'Eye upon hiftf; and that they ™
cowdnotfedr a fingle Man, -
This ‘beliig ' refolvd; to make:

thé -Obligation: the greater, the’

Caprain thinfelf went to "Oroong-
ko' -where, dfter.many Comple-
mieies; and Affurances of whithe
had alveady promistd,!'he. recei-
ving'from the’ Prince “his Parole.'
and “his' Hand> for' his good:
Behaviour , difinifs"d his Trons.
and brought him to his' own Ca..
bin; where,’ after having treated |
aid ‘reposd him 2 while, for he'
had ‘neither eat rior flepe in four
Diys before, he befought him to
vific' thofe obflinate People in
Chains, who refus’d all manner:
E H of
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of Suftenance ; and intreated him
to oblige ’em to eat, and ‘affure
’em of their Liberty the firft Op-

portunity. oo
Oroonoko, who was too gene--
rous, not to give Credit to his
Words, thew’d himfelf to hisPeos,
ple, who were tranfported with
Excefs of Joy at the fight of theit
Darling Prince; falling at his
Feet, and kiffing: and embracing
‘em ; believing, as fome Divine
Oracle, all he aflurd 'em. = But
he befought ‘'em to bear  their
Chains with that Bravery that be-
came thofe whom he had ieen a&
fo nobly in Arms ; and that they
cou'd not give him greater Proofs
of their Love and Friendfhip,
fince ‘twas all the Security the
Captain ( his Friend) cou'd have,
againft the Revenge, he faid, they
might poffibly juftly take, for the
Injuries
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Injuries fuftain’d by him. And
they all, with one Accord, af-
furd him, they con’d not fuffer

~enough, when it was for his Re-

pofe and Safety.
_After this they no longer re-
fusd to eat, but took what wvas

- brought 'em , and were pleas’d

with their Captivity, fince by it
they hop’d to redeem the Priace,
who, all the reft of the Voyage,
was treated with all the Refpect
due to his Birth, though nothing
coud divert his Melancholy ; and
he wou'd often {igh for Imoinda, and
think this a2 Punifhment due to his
Misfortune, in baving lefc that no-
ble Maid behind him, that fatal
Nighe, in the Otan, when he ed
to the/Camp. ,

Poflefsd with 2 thoufand
Thoughts of p.t Joys wich this
fair young Perfon, and a thoufand

o H 2 Griefs
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Gricfs for her eternal Liofs, he en-
durd a tedious Voyage, and at
laft arriv’d at the Mouth of the
River of Surimam, a Colony be-
longing to the King of England,
and where they were to deliver
fome part of their Slaves. There
the Merchants and Gentlemen of
the Country going on Board, to
demand thofe Lots of Slaves they
had already agreed on; and, a-
mongft thofe, the Over-feers of
thole Plantations where I then
chancd to be, the Caprain, Whp
‘had given the Word, orderd his
Men to bring up thofe noble
Staves in Ferters, whom [ l}ave
{poken of ; and having put em,

fome in one, and fome in other

Lots, with Women and Children
(which they call Pickaninies,) they
fold em off, as Slaves, to feveral
Merchants and Gentlemen; not
putting

( 101 )

putting any two ir one Lot, be-
caule they wou’'d feparate "em far
from each other; not daring to
truft ‘em together, left Rage and
Courage fhou’d put ‘em upon cone
triving fome great Aion, to the
Ruin of the Colony.

Orooncko was firft feiz’d on, and
fold to our Over-feer, who had
the firft Loz, with feventeen more
of all forts and fizes; but not one
ot Quality with him. When he
faw ¢his , he found what they
meant; for, as I {aid, he under-
ftcod Englifh precty well ; and be-
ing wholly unarm'd and defence-
lefs, {o as it was in vain to make
any Refiftance, he only beheld the
Caprain with a Look all fierce and
difdainful, upbraiding him ayith
Eyes, that forc’d Blufhes on his
guilty Cheeks, he only cry’d, in
pafling over the Side of the Ship,

H 3 Faye-
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Farewel, Sir: “Tis worth my Suffe
ving, to gain fotrue a Knowledge both
of you, and of your Gods by whom you
fwear. And defiring thofe that
held him to forbear their pains,
and telling ’em he wou'd make no
Refiftance, he cry'd, Come, my Fel-
low-Slaves ; let as defeend, and [ee if
yve can meet With more Honosr and Flos
neSty in the next World we fhall touch

upon.  So he nimbly leapd into the

Boat, and {hewing no more Con-
cern, {ufferd himfelf to be rowd
vp the River, with his f{eventeen
Companions. ‘

The Gentleman that bought himt
was a young (ernifh Gentleman,

whofe Name was Trefry ; a Man of

great Wir, and fine Learning, and
was carry d into thofe Parts by the
Lord------ Governor; to manage
all his Affairs.  He refleCting on
the laft Words of Oroonoko to the
co Captain,
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Captain, and beholding the Rich-
nefs of his Veft, no fooner ¢ime
into the Boat, but he fix'd ‘his Eyes
on him; and finding {omething fo
extraordinary in his Face, his Shape
and Mien, a Greatnefs of Look,
and Haughtine(s in his Airjand fin~
ding he fpoke Englifh, had a great
mind to be enquiring into his Qua-
liey and Fortune 5 which, though
Oroonoko endeavourd to hide, by
only confeffing he wasabove the.
Rank of common Slaves, Trefry
foon found he was yet fomething
greater than he eonfefs’d; and
from that Moment began to con-
ceive fo vaft an Efteem for him,
that he ever after lov'd him as his
deareft Brother, and fhew'd him
all the Civilities due to fo great a
Man.
Trefry was a very good Mathe-
matician, and a Linguift ; cou’d
H 4 {peak
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Apeak.. Frauch and. Spanifh 5 :and ia
the thiee Days they remain'd in the
;Boat (fer {o long were they going
from the Ship, tothe Plantation,)
-he enterrain’d Oroonoko fo agreeably
‘with his Arc and Difcourfe, that he
was no lefs pleasd with Trefry, than
he was with the Prince; and he
thought himfelf] at leaft, fortunate
1n this, thar fince he was a Slave,
-as long as he wou'd fuffer himfelf
to remain fo, he had a Man of fo
excellent Wit and Parts for 2 Ma-
fter - .Sothat before they had -
ifh’d their Voyage up the River,
he made no feruple of declaring tp
Trefry all his Fortunes, and moft
parc of what [ have here related,
and put himfelf wholly inro the
‘Hands of his new Friend, whom
he found refenting all the Injuries
were done him, and was ¢harmd
with all the Greatnefles  of his A-
: I Ctions ;
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<tions ; which were recited with
that Modefty, and delicate Sence,
as wholly vanquifh’d him, and fub-
du'd bim to his Interet. = And he
promisd him on his Word and Ho-
nour, be woud find the Means to
re=conduct him to his ewn Coun-
try again : afluring him, he had a
perfect Abhorrence of o difhonous
rable an A&ion ; and that he wou'd

fooner have dy'd, than have been

the Author of fuch a Perfidy. He
found the Prince was very much
concernd to know what became
of his Friends, and how they took
their Slavery; and Trefry pro-
mis d to take care about the enqui-
ring after their Condition,and that
he fhou’d have an Accourt of ’em.

Though, as 0roonoko afterwards
{aid, he had lictle Reafon to credic
the Words of a Backearary, yer he
knew not why ; but he faw 2 kind

of
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of Sincerity,and awful T'rath in the
Face of Trefry ; he faw an Honefty
in his Eyes, and he found him
wife and witty enough to under-
ftand Honour ; for it was one of
his Maxims, .4 Man of Wit cou'd not
be a Knave or Villain.

In their paffage up the River,
they put in at feveral Houlfes for
Refrefhment ; and ever when they
Janded, numbers of People wou’d
flock to behold this Man ; not but
their Eyes were daily entertain’d
with the fight of Slaves, but the
Fame of Oroonoko was gone before
him, and all People were in Admi-
ration of his Beauty. Befides, he
had arich Habit on, in which he
wastaken,fo different from the reft,
and which the Captain cou’d not
ftrip bim of, becaufe he was forcd
to furprize his Perfon in the Minute
he fold him., When he found his

‘Habit
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Habit made him liable, as he

‘thought, to be gaz'd at the more,

he begg d Trefry to give him fome-
thing more befitting a Slave; which
he did, and took off hisRobes. Nes
verthelefs, he thone throughall 5
and his Ofenbrigs (a fort of brown
Holland Suic he had on) cou'd not
conceal the Graces of his Looks
and Mien ; and he had no lefs Ad-
mirers, than when he had his daze-
ling Habit on : The Royal Youth

~ appear’d in {pight of the Slave, and

People cou'd not help treating him
after a different manner, without
defigning it : As foon as they ap-
proach’d him, they venerated and
efteem’d him ; his Eyes infenfibly
commanded Refpect, and his Be-
haviour infinuated ic into every
Soul.  So that there was nothing
talk’d of but this young and gallang
Slave,even by thofe who yet knew
not that he was a Prince. I
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I ought to tell you,that the Chri-
ftans never buy any Slaves but they
give ‘'em fome Name of their own,
their native ones being likely very
barbarous, and hard to pronounce ;
{o that Mr. Trefry gave Oroonoko that

of Cefar ; which Name will live in -

that Country as long asthat (fcarce
more ) glorious one of the great
Roman ; for ’tis moft evident, he
wanted no part of the Perfonal
Couirage of that Cefar, and a&ted
things as memorable, had they
been done in fome part of the
World rreplenifh'd with People,
and Hiftorians, that might have
given him his due. But his Mif-
fortune was, to fall in an obfcure
World, that afforded only a Fe-
maie Pen to celebrate his Fame ;
though I doeubt not butit had livid
~ from others Fndeavours, if the
Dutch, who, immediately after his

Time,
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Time, took that Country, had
not kill'd, banifb’d and difpersd
all thofe that were capable of gis

ving the World this great Man’s

Lite,much better than I have done.

And,Mr. Trefry, who defignd it,

dy’d before he began it ;. :and be-
moand himfelf for not having un-
dertook it in time. .

For the future therefore, I muft
call Oroonoko, Cafar, fince by that
Name only he was known in our
Weftern World, and by thac
Name he was receivid on Shoar at
Parbam- Houfe, where he was de-
ftind a Slave. Bur if .the King
himfelf (God blefs him) had come
a-thore, there cou'd not have been
greater Expectations by all the
whole Plantation, and thofe
neighbouring ones, than was on
ours at that time ; and he was re-
ceiv’d more like 2 Governor, than

| a Slave.
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a Slave. * Notwithftanding, asthe
Cuftom was, they aflign’d %nm his
Portion of Land, his Houfe, and
his Bufinefs, up inthe Plantation.
But as it was more for Form, than
any Defign, to put him to his
Task, -he endur'd no more of the
Slave but the Name, and remain'd
fome Days in the Houfe, feceiving
all Vifis that were made him,
without ftirring towards that pare
of the Plantation where the Ne-
groes were. i

~Ac-laft ) -he woud needs go

view his Land, his Houfe, and
the Bufinefs aflign'd him. But he
no fooner came to the Houfes of
the Slaves, which are like a little
Townby it {elf, the Negroes all ha-
ving lefc Work, butthey all came
forth to behold him, and found he
was that Prince who had, at feve-
ral times, fold moft of 'em to'thefe

B Parts ;
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Rarts ; and, from a Venefation
they pay to great Men, efpecially
if they know ‘em, and from the
Surprize and Awe they had at the
fight of him, they all caft them-
felves ac his Feet, crying out, in

their Language, Live, 0 King!

Long live, 0 King! And kiffing
his Feet, paid him even Divine Hos
- Several Englifh Gentlemen were

with him ; and what Mr. Trefry
had told ‘em, was here confirm’d ;
of which he himfelf before had o
other Witnefs than (efar himfelf =
But he was infinitely glad to find
his Grandure confirm’d by the A~
doration of all che Slaves,
.. Cafar troubl’d with their Over=

Joy, and Over-Ceremony, bes
fought ‘em to rife, and to receive
him as their Fellow-Slave ; affuring
them, he was no better. At which
~ they




Cri2)

they fet up withone Accord 2 ntoft

terrible and hidious Mourning and
condoling, which he and the Bn-

glifphad much a-doto appeale ; but
at laft they prevaild with ’em, and

they prepard all their barbarous

Mufick, and every one kill'd and
drefs’d fomething of his own'Stock -
¢for every Family has their Land a-
part, on which, at their leifure-

times,they breedalleatable thi"‘fsi)

and clubbing it together, madea
-moft magnificent Supper, inviting’
their Grandee Captain, their Prince; to:
honour it with his Prefence ; which:

he did, and feveral Englifh with
him ; where shey all waited’ on
him, fome playing, others daticing
before him all the time, accor-
ding to the Manners of their feve:
ral Nations ; and with unwearied
Induftry, endeavouring to pleale’
and delight him. SN
While

(129)

While chey fat at Meat Mr.7ref-
7y told Cefar , that moft of thefe
younyg Slaves were undon 1n Love,
with a fine the $/ave , whom they
had had about Six Months on their
Land ; the Prince, who never heard
the Namc of Leze “without a Sigh,
nor any menction of it without the
Curiofity of examining further in-
to that tale, which of all Difcour-
fes was moft agrecable to him,
asked, how they came to be fo
Unhappy, as to be all Undon for
onc fair Slave 2 Trefry, who was
naturally Amorous, and lovd to
talk ot Love as well as anv body,
proceeded to tell him, thev had
the moft charming Black that ever
was bceheld on thar Plantation,
about Fifteen or Sixteen Years old,
as he gucft ; thar, for his pare, he
had donc nothing but Sigh for her

K ever
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ever {ince fhe came ; and that all
the white Beautys he had feen, ne-
ver charm’d him fo abfolutely as
this fine Creature had done; and
that no Man, of any Nation, ever
beheld her,that did not fall in Love
with her ; and that fhe had all the
Slaves perpetually at her Feet ;
and the whole Country refounded
with the Fame of Clemene, for {o,

faid he, we have Chrift'ned her : -
But fhe denys us all with fucha

noble Difdain, that ’tis a Miracle
to fee, that the, who can give {uch
cternal Defires, fhou'd herfelf be
all Ice, and all Unconcern. She is
adorn’d with the moft Graceful
Modefly that cver beautifyed
Youth 5 the fofteft Sigher

that, if the were capable of Love,
- one would fwear fhe languifh’d

for fome abfent happy Mans and
. | fo

| (131)
{o retir’d, as if fhe fear’d 2 Rape
cven from the God ot Dav 5 o
that the Breezes would fteal Kiffes
from her dclicate Mouth. Hey
Task of Work fome fighing Lovey
every dav makes it his Petition 1o
perform for her, which fhe excepts
bluthing, and with reluctancy
for fear he will ask her a Look for
a Recompence, which he dares
not prefume to hope; fo greac
an Awe fhe ftrikes into the Heares
of her Admirers. 1o not wonder
replied the Prince, that Clemene
Jbou'd refufe Slaves, being a5 gy
fay fo Beautiful, but wonder fron f/,ée
efcapes thofe who can entertain hey
as you can do 5 or why, being your
Slave, you do not oblige her 10 yield
I confefs, faid Trefry, when I have.
againft her will, entertain'd her wizé
Love fo long, as 1o be tranfporred
| 2 with
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with my Paffion s even above Decen-
¢y, I have been ready to make ufe
of thofe advantages of Strength and
Force Nature has given me. But ob!
fbe difarms me, with that Modefly
and Weeping  [o tender and [o mo-
ving, that I retire; and thank my
Stars [be overcame me. The Com-
pany laught at his Civility to a
Slave, and Cafar only applauded
the noblenefs of his Paffion and
Nature ; fince that Slave might
be Noble, or, what was better,
have true Notions of Honour and
Vertue in her. Thus paft they
this Night, aftcr having received,
from the Slzves, all imaginable
Refpect and Obedience.

The next Day Trefry ask’d Cefar
~ to walk, when the heat wasallay’d,
and defiznedly carried him by the

Cottage of the fair Slave 5 and
told

(133)

told him, the whom he fpoke of
laft Night liv’d there retird. Bar,
fays he, I would not wifb you to ap-
proach, for, I am f[ure, you will be in

Love as foon a5 you behold her. Cafar

affur’d him, he was proof againft
all the Charms of that Sex; and
that if he imagin'd his Heart cou’d
be fo perfidious to Love again,
after Imoinda, he believ’d he thou’d
tear it from his Bofom: They had
no fooner {poke, but a little thock
Dog, that Clemene had prefented
her, which fhe took great Delighe
in, ran-out 5 and fhe, not know-
ing any body was there, ran to
get it in again, and bolted out
on thofe who were juft Speak-
ing of her : When feeing them,
fhe wou'd have run in again; but
Trefry caughe her by the Hand,
and cry’d, Clemene, however you

K3 Sy
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fy @ Lover, you ought to pay fome Re-
Jpe& ro this Stranger : (pointing to
Cefar ) But the, as if fhe had re-
foly’d never to raifc her Eyes to
the Face of a Man again, bent
‘em the more to the Earth, when
he {poke, and gave the Prince the
Leafure to look the more at her.
There needed no long-Gazing, or
Confideration , to examin who
this fair Creature was ;5 he foon
faw Imoinda all over her; In a
Minute he faw her Face, her
Shepe, her Arr, her Modefty, and
all that cal’d forch his Soul with
Jov at his Eyes, and left his Body
deftitute of almoft Life ; it ftood
without Motion, and, for a Mi-
nute, knew not that it had a Be-
ing 5 and, I believe, he had never
come to hirnfelf, fo oppreft he was
with over-Joy, if he had not met
| | ~ with
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| with this Allay, that he perceiv'd

Imoinda fall dead in the Hands of
Trefry : this awaken’d him, and
he ran to her aid, and caught her
in his Arms, where, by degreés,
fhe came to herfelf ; and ’tis need-
lefs to tell with what tranfports,
what extafics of Joy, they both a
while beheld each other, without
Speaking ; then Snatcht each o-
ther to their Arms; then Gaze
again, as if they ftill doubted whe-

ther they poflefs’d the Bicfling :

They Grafpt, but when they re-
covered their Speech, ’ris not to
be imagin’d, what tender things
they expreft to cach other; won- -
dering what ftrange Fate had
brought ’em again together. They

foon inform’d each other of their

Fortunes, and equally bewail’d
their Fate ; but at the fam:
| K 4 time,
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time, thev mutually protefted, that
even Fetters and Slavery were

Soft and Eafy ; and woud be

fupported with Joy and Pleafure,
while they cou’d be fo happy to
poflefs cach other, and to be able
to make good their Vows. Cefar
{fwore he difdain’d the Empire of
the World, while he cou’d behold
his Imoinda s and the defpis’d Gran-
dure and Pomp, thofe Vanities of
her Sex, when fhe cou’d Gaze on
Oroonoko. _
Cottage where fhe refided, and
faid, That litele Inch of the World
wou'd give him more Happinefs
than all the Univerfe cou'd do ;
and fhe vow’d, It was a Pallace,
while adorn’d with the Prefence
of Oroonoko. '

Trefry was infinitely pleas’d with
this Novel, and found this Cle-

meng

He ador’d the very

Uil to fee and pay his Refpects
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mene was the Fair Miftrefs of
whom Cefar had before fpoke ;
and was not a little fatisfied, that
Heaven was fo kind to the Prince,
as to fweeten his Misfortunes by
fo lucky an Accident; and leaving
the Lovers to themfclves, was im-
patient to come down to Parban
Houfe, ( which was on the fame
Plantation ) to give me an Ac-
count of what had hapned. I was
as 1mpatient to make thefe Lovers
a Vifit, having already made a
Friendfhip with C#far 5 and from
his own Mouth learn’d what I
have related, which was confir-
med by his French-man, who was
fet on Shore to feck his Fortunes
and of whom-they cou'd not
make a Slave, becaufe a Chriftian s
and he came daily to Parbam

to
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to his Puple Prince: So that con-
cerning and inccfling my felf,
in all thar related to Cfar, whom
I had: affui’d of Liberty, as foon
as the Governor arriv’d, I hafted
prefently to the Place where the
Lovers were, and was infinitely
glad to find this Beauuful young
Stave ( who had alrecady gain'd
all our Efteems, for her Modcfty
and her extraordinary Prettynefs )
to be the fame I had heard Cafar
{pcak {fo much off. - Onec may
imagine then, we paid her a treble
Refpeét 5 and though from her
being carv’d in fine Flowers and
Birds all over her Body, we took
her to be of Quality before, yet,
when we knew Clemene was Imo-
inda, we coud not enough ad-

mirc her. |
1 had forgot to tcll you, thay
thefe

(139)
thofe who are Nobly born of that
Country, are fo delicatcly Cu
and Rac'd all over the fore-part
of the Trunk of their Bodies, that
it looks as if it were Japan'd ; the
Works being raifed like high

Poynt round the Edges of the

Flowers : Some arc only Carv’d
Wxth'.a lietle Flower, or Bird, at
the Sides of the Temples, as was
Cefar 5 and thofe who are fo
Carv'd over the Body, refemble
our Ancient Pifls, that are £

- gur'd 1n the Chronicles, but thefe

Calrzvings a}r]c more delicate.

From that happy Day Cefsr
took Clemene for his ‘Wifé, to tfhc
general Joy of all People; and
there was as much Magnificence
as the Country wou'd afford at
the Celebration of this Wedding :
and in a very fhort time after fhe
con-




T BT . o T g U 2 e e

S a el

(140)
conceivd with Child ; - which
made Cefar cven adore her,
knowing he was the laft of his
Great Race. This new Accident
made him more Impatient of Li-
berty, and he was every Day
treating with Trefry for his and
Clemene’s Liberty 5 and offer’d
cither Gold, or a vaft quantty
of Slaves, which fhou’d be paid

before they let him go, provi- |

ded he cou’d have any Security
that he thou’d go when his Ran-
fom was paid : They fed him
from Day to Day with Promifes,
and delay’d him, ull the Lord
Governor fhou’d come ; fo that
he began to fufpe¢t them of
falthood, and that they wou’d
delay him ull the ume of his
Wives delivery, and make a Slave:
of that too, For all the Breed is

therrs

e
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theirs to whom the Parents be-
long : This Thought made him ve-
ry uneafy, and his Sullennefs gave
them fome Jealoufies of him ; fo
that I was oblig’d, by fome Per-
fons, who fear’d a Mutiny {(which
1s very Fatal fometimes in thofe
Colonics, that abound fo with
Slaves,that they exceed the Whites
in vaft Numbers ) to difcourfe
with Cefar, and to give him all
the Satisfaction I poffibly coud;
they knew he and Clemene were -
{carce an Hour in a Dayv from my
Lodgings; that they cat with me,
and, that I oblig’d ’em in all
things I was capable of : I enter-
tain’d him with the Lives of the
Romans, and great Men, which
charnrd him to my Company;

- and her, with teaching her all the

precty Works that I was Miftrefs
Off;
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off ; and telling her Stories of

Nuns, and endeavoring to bring
her to the knowledge of the true
God. But of all Difcourfes Ceefar
lik'd that the worft, and wou'd
never be reconcil'd to .our No-
tions of the Trinity, of which he
ever made a Jeft ; it was a Riddle,
he faid, wou'd turn his Brain to
concetve , and one cou’d not
make him underftand what Faith
was. However, thefe Converfa-
tions fail'd not altogether fo well
to divert him, that he likd the
Company of us Women much
above the Men ; for he coud
not Drink 5 and he is but an il
Companion in that Country that
cannot : SO that obliging him to
love us very well, we had all the
Liberty of Speech with him, ef:

pecially my felf, whom he calld
his

e
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his Great Miftrefs 5 and indeed
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